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Historical Notices of Saint John’s 
Church, Elizabeth-Town, New-Jer- 
sey ; contained in a Discourse deli- 
vered in said Church, November 21, 
1824, by Joun C. Rupp, D. D. Rec- 
tor of the same. Published by re- 
quest. 


(Concluded from page 213.) 


“ Tar affairs of the parish were very 
flourishing in the year 1764, though 
Dr. Chandler states that some difficulty 
had arisen, in consequence of his de- 
clining to allow Mr. Whitefield the use 
ofthe church. This refusal was ground- 
ed on the known irregularity of that 
gentleman, and his refusal to be govern- 
ed by the canons of the church to which 
he nominally belonged. Dr. Chandler 
had the satisfaction of finding that the 
society approved of his conduct, and 
that those who disapproved of the mea- 
sure, subsequently became satisfied of 
its propriety. This is the usual end of 
an independent and honest discharge of 
duty. The feelings of the moment may 
frequently revolt; but the public mind 
will, upon reflection, when the effer- 
vescence of the day passes off, approve 
of the manly and consistent course. 

“ In 1773 a resolution was passed by 
the vestry for enlarging the church, but 
it does not appear that any effort was 
made for accomplishing the object, and 
we hear nothing more on the subject 
until the year 1774, when, instead of 
enlarging, it was determined to build 
a new church. The foundation of a 
building, 85 feet in length by 50 in 
breadth, was laid around the present 
building. The materials for the build- 
ing were collected, and money raised 
tc defray the expense. The troubles of 
the revolution were in a few months so 
great as to puta stop tothe work. Dur- 
ing that long and agitating period, most 
unfortunate to the immediate, if not the 
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ultimate prosperity of the church, all 
the money was spent in other ways, 
the materials were either removed or 
destroyed, and no vestige of this pious 
work remained but a part of the foun- 
dation, just even with the surface of 
the earth, the traces of which are still 
to be seen. 

“ From 1764 Dr. Chandler continu- 
ed his active and profitable labours 
with the constant encouragement of in- 
creased success, for ten years, during 
which time, besides the duties of his 
own congregation, he went frequently 
into the country, where he administer- 
ed catechetical instruction, and baptis- 
ed many adults and infants. He in- 
forms the society that he had frequently 
extended his visits into Sussex county, 
which he says ‘ was a perfect wilder- 
ness in the last,’ or French war, as it 
was afterwards denominated. in order 
to supply the church people in that 
county, he recommended the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Uzel Ogden as catechist 
and lay reader, and the society follow- 
ed his opinion. _Mr. Ogden was sub- 
sequently admitted to holy orders, and 
appointed the missionary to Sussex 
county. 

This congregation continued to 
flourish, and is spoken of by the society 
as the largest and most respectable of 
our communion in New-Jersey. The 
number of communicants was from 75 
to 80, generally, though the number of 
families was much larger in proportion. 
than at present. 

In 1775 the affairs of the reyolu- 
tion became the general subject of in- 
terest and feeling. All eyes were look- 
ing to the event with solicitude, and all 
hearts were engaged in the agonizing 
concern. Dr. Chandler found his situ- 
ation painful and unpleasant, as well 
from the active part which he deemed 
it his duty to take, as from the violent 
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feeling gencrally entertained against the 
church of which he was a minister. 
These considerations induced him to 


‘ leave the colonies and go to England; 


where he remained during the whole of 
that most painful struggle, and for se- 
veral years after. 

“'The war of the revolution had a 
melancholy and ruinous effect upon the 
concerns of our communion. The 
Church of England being connected 
with the state government of that coun- 
try, and the circumstance that the cler- 
gy of that church were bound by the 
ith of conformity and allegiance, to 
support and defend the measures of the 
crown, led all the common people to 
believe, and all the prejudiced parti- 
sans of popular government to main- 
tain, that a Churchman and a foe to 
American liberty were synonymous 
terms. This, of course, produced a 
strong feeling wherever the church was 
known; the effect of which was to 
bring odium on our communion, and 
to induce many to believe that they 
were doing God service by promoting 
her ruin. This idea was carried so far 
at the time this building was erected, 
that it was necessary for the friends of 
the church, with swords in their hands, 
to watclr the walls by night, in order 
to prevent the work of the preceding 
day from being destroyed, a circum- 
stance which occurred several times.* 
Happy for us, and for the community 
at large, the principle of toleration is 
now much better understood. 

*¢ It is most honourable to our coun- 
try, and gratifying to our hearts to 
know, that these hostile ieelings have 
given place to others more worthy of 
elevated minds, and more in harmony 
with truth. ‘Though in this and many 
other neighbourhoods, the fewest of all 
people, we are nevertheless on an equal 
footing with others in point of tolera- 
tion, and this is all that we can reason- 
ably ask. 

** We here are allowed to sit under 
our own vine and fig tree, and there is 
none to molest or make us afraid. If 
we now improve our opportunities as 





*** This information was received from Ge- 


neral Williamson, before referred to, and from 
Mrs. Hylton, a lady of distinguished piety, who 
died in 1810, at the age of 92 years.” 


we ought, there can be no doubt that 
we shall make a progress duly propor- 
tioned to others—honourable to our- 
selves, and beneficial to our souls. 

“ During the revolution the state of 
the parish was truly deplorable. Thesc 
walls resounded not with the voice of 
prayer or praise. For many years no 
servant of the altar uttered the language 
of the liturgy—no exposition of the 
terms of salvation was heard from the 
pulpit—no consecrated bread was bro- 
ken at the altar—no cup of blessing 
was offered to the people. Of the mem- 
bers of the congregation that remained, 
some kept up their attachments and 
their sense of duty, by meeting at the 
parsonage and perhaps at other places, 
where the service was read by some 
suitable person on Sundays, when the 
state of things would permit sufficient 
quietness. As the town was sometimes 
occupied by the troops of England, and 
at others by the colonial forces, it was 
naturally to be expected that every 
thing would be exposed to depredation 
and violence. This little church had 
its full share of the evil. The fences 
of the grave yard, like many others, 
were demolished, removed, and burnt. 
Thus the enclesure for protecting the 
repository of the dead, lay open to the 
range of beasts, and the unhallowed 
movements of men little better than 
they. The head-stones of graves be- 
came fire-places at which the soldier 
dressed his homely meal, while larger 
monuments served as tables at which 
he partook of his frugal fare. While 
all around this edifice wore marks of 
wasting and destruction, the interior 
exhibited a scene of ruin not less dis- 
tressing to those who loved the courts 
of the Lord’s house, and delighted in 
the worship of his temple. Almost the 
whole of the inside work was destroy- 
ed: the seats and floor were all torn up 
and burned, and two attempts to burn 
the building, by putting fire under the 
pulpit, were providentially defeated. 
The organ then in the church was de- 
molished, and the metal pipes were 
converted into balls for the work of 
death. The bell was saved from simi- 
lar treatment by the circumstance that 
no mode of easy access to it could be 
had. The dragoon who tethered his 
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horse by day upon the graves of the 
dead, led him by night within these 
walls, for a shelter from the storm. 
Such was the melancholy aspect of the 
temporal affairs of this parish at the 
termination of the war. 

“ When the violence of the revolu- 
tionary struggle was somewhat abated 
in this vicinity, and the people began 
to think of resuming their accustomed 
pursuits, they attempted to revive their 
ecclesiastical concerns. About the year 
1779 or 1780, the congregation began 
to assemble in a private house, the 
church being unfit for public worship. 
At this time they were imposed on by 
an artful man, who pretended to hold 
the sacred office, and for a time acted 
as a clergyman here. Before his fraud 
and hypocrisy were detected, the peo- 
ple of the congregation had in some 
measure repaired the seats of the church 
—but the precise time when it was first 
re-opened for divine service does not 
appear. ‘The impostor was soon after 
exposed, and fled from the odium which 
he had brought upon himself, and the 
punishment which his offence deserved. 
The church for some time had only oc- 
casional services, by the neighbouring 
clergy, especially by the Rev. Mr. 
Ogden. 6 

“ After the conclusion of peace, in 
1783, the wardens and vestry address- 
ed Dr. Chandler, then in England, on 
the subject of his return, and requested 
him to resume the duties of the rector- 
ship. ‘To this request the answer was, 
that he had not been able to make up 
his mind as to the course he should ul- 
timately find it his duty to pursue; but 
that fron the state of his health it was 
not at all probable that he could dis- 
charge the duties required by the pa- 
rish. Still the vestry did not think pro- 
per to appoint another rector, though 
they made arrangements with Mr. Og- 
den for his services half the tine. In 
this way the church was supplied until 
the year 1789. 

“ Dr. Chandlee returned to his resi- 
dence here in 1785, having been ab- 
sent from his family and congregation 
ten years; and though his health was 
so much impaired as to preclude the 
possibility of his performing the duties 
of his office, the vestry requested him 


to hold the rectorship as long as he liv- 
ed. This was not only highly gratify- 
ing to him, but a substantial evidence 
of their high opinion. In 1790 the la- 
bours and sufferings of this able divine 
and scholar were closed by death, and 
his grave is here in the body.of this 
church, to which he devoted his time 
and his talents. In reference to the 
latter, it was said by the first bishop 
ever consecrated for America, that ‘no 
man in this country could mend his 
pen.’ As an evidence of the high opi- 
nion entertained of him in England, 
the society, of which frequent mention 
has been made, contrary to their usual 
practice, but through powerful influ- 
ence, headed by his warm personal 
friend, archbishop Moore, an honour- 
able stipend was allowed his family.* 

In 1789, the congregation finding 
that a non-resident minister, especially 
one who officiated here but half the 
time, could not very effectually pro- 
mote the growth of the church, unani- 
mously determined upon calling the 
Rev. Mr. Spraggs, at that time residing 
at Mount-Holly, in this state, and who 
a short time before had belonged to the 
Methodist connexion. Mr. Spraggs 
was appointed rector on the death of 
Dr. Chandler, and held the oftice till 
his decease, which was sudden, in the 
year 1794. Mr. Spraggs was an affec- 
tionate and useful pastor, and enjoyed 
the confidence and regard of his flock, 
with whom he was on terms of affable 
and cordial intercourse. His death was 
severe, as it was unexpected, and the 
paucity of clergy in our church render- 
ed the filling of his place well an object 
of no easy attainment. The pious and 
amiable widow of this worthy clergy 
man, who died in the city of New-York 
in 1821, cherished for this parish a 
strong regard, and in her will left a le- 
gacy of one hundred and fifty dollars to 
the parish. 

«© Mr. Rayner, then of the Methodist 
connexion, was induced to apply for 





© * yr. Chandler, at his death, left three 
daughters, one of whom was the wife of Gen. 
FE. B. Dayton. She died in 1806. Another is 
the wife of William Dayton, Esq. The young. 
est married the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, who 
presides with great advantage to the church, 
and honour to himself, over the extensive dio- 
cese of New-York,” 
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orders in our church, with a view to the 
service of this congregation. He was 
admitted subsequently, and chosen mi- 
nister, and finally became the rector in 
1795 or 1796. Mr. Rayner remained 
here as the minister till the summer of 
1801, when he resigned the rectorship, 
and removed from the state, and is now 
the rector of a parish in the diocese of 
Connecticut. 

“ The successor of Mr. Rayner was 
the Rev. Frederick Beasley, the pre- 
sent provost of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. ‘The congregation enjoyed 
the talents and genius of this interest- 
ing man but a short time before he re- 
moved from the state. Previously to 
entering upon the duties of the office 
he now holds, and for which his learn- 
ing and taste prepared him, he was en- 
gaged as a parochial minister in two 
very large and respectable congrega- 
tions.* It would be unnecessary for 
me to give any details of the character 
or services of one who is well known to 
you all, and whose annual visits here 
for a number of years past, have been, 
it is hoped, no less gratifying to the 
flock he once served, than delightful to 
those who know that they have in him 
an undisguised and ardent personal 
friend. 

* Dr. Beasley left the parish in June 
of 1803, and in the month of August 
following the Rev. Mr. Lilly became 
the minister, and on his admission to 
priest’s orders he was appointed rector. 
Mr. Lilly served the parish something 
less than two years. He retired from 
the rectorship in April, 1805. Some- 
time after he removed to the south, 
where he died. 

“ We have now traced the principal 
circumstances in the aflairs of this con- 
gregation down to the time when the 
present rector took his residence here. 
This was in December, 1805. In the 
month of May following he was duly 
instituted. {t may to many seem a trif- 
ling subject for the attention of a con- 
gregation, to enter upon the details of 
a period of time, in which the incidents 
related are of no great magnitude, and 
the most of which must be well remem- 
bered by a large proportion of my 








; “ '* St. Peter’s Church, Aibany, and St. 
Paul’s Churehy Baltimore.” 
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hearers; but there is some propriety, 
having commenced the narrative, in 
bringing it down to the present time. 
There is likewise a feeling connected 
with this employment, which must not 
only interest the speaker, but possibly 
may add a little to the stock of attach- 
ment which others may feel for a so- 
ciety to which they have devoted many 
of their anxious hours, their prayers, 
and their laborious efforts. The parish 
church is always the house of those 
pious affections which have been awak- 
ened and cherished under its roof. 
Well regulated minds contemplate with 
mingled but useful feelings, the scenes 
in which they have been trained to vir- 
tue and devotion. We naturally love 
the very spot in which we have coun- 
selled with our friends, where we have 
enjoyed the hour of relaxation and in- 
nocent mirth, or where we have min- 
gled our tears in those seasons of sad- 
ness which come to all. 

* Though the village spire may not 
rise high, and though the temple may 
have no splendour to adorn it, yet must 
it be interesting to a mind of pure and 
elevated cast, to collect all the circum- 
stances which endear the spot where his 
fathers, and those he loved, are to slum- 
ber till the bright morning of the resur- 
rection shall dawn. When we give our 
minds to musings like these; when we 
consider that here we were dedicated 
to the Lord in holy baptism; that we 
have here renewed our vows in confir- 
mation; that we have here partaken of 
the hallowed symbols of the eucharist; 
that here we have laid our dearest 
friends, and that by their sides we ex- 
pect ere long to repose our frames, 
when wearied nature sinks to her last 
sleep, and the soul departs for the world 
of spirits; it is hardly possible that we 
should not have our hearts directed to 
the great inquiry of all—Are we better 
fitted for the enjoyment of an untried 
world? In these reflections, connected 
with the church below, may we not 
conclude that some proper regard will 
be had to the employments of the 
church triumphant? In the present 


case it may be hoped, it surely will be 
the prayer of all, that there may be an 
increase of holy feeling, and such an 
improvement of temper and life, as 
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shall secure the favour of our final 
Judge. 

** When he who now addresses you 
became your minister, the number of 
attendants upon public worship fora 
considerable time seldom amounted to 
100. The present number of souls 
within the parish is more than 250, and 
the ordinary congregation may be stat- 
ed at 200, though we frequently see 
here a quarter more. In 1805 the num- 
ber of communicants was 60. The pre- 
sent number is 100, who actually be- 
long to this altar, though the number 
present at any celebration of the eu- 
charist does not very often exceed 80. 
During the time of the present rector- 
ship, there have been 379 baptisms 
and 96 marriages. The number of bu- 
rials nas been 225, and if from this 
amount we deduct at least one third for 
those who have been interred here, not 
considered as members of the congre- 
gation, it will leave less than 8 as the 
average annual number of deaths—a 
proof of the general health of this vicini- 
ty. Of the communicants found here 
in 1805, there are about 20 remaining ; 
some of the rest have removed, but the 
most have died. 

“ ‘The church at the time just refer- 
red to, was in a state demanding much 
repair, and in 1807 it was resolved to 
undertake the work. A newsteeple was 
erected, and other improvements were 
made, but the funds raised not being 
adequate, the plan for enlarging the 
church was abandoned till the next 
year, when 17 feet were added to the 
east end of the building, and an entire 
change was effected in the internal 
structure. These repairs, which cost 
upwards of $4000, were cheerfully 
paid for, with few exceptions, in a short 
time, almost entirely by the members 
of the congregation. A subsequent al- 
teration in the desk and pulpit, giving 
them their present position, was made 
in 1818, at very considerable expense. 
In the spring of the same year, a new 
and commodious parsonage house was 
completed, at an expense of about 
$3000. It would seem that it had 
been fortunate that these expensive 
operations were closed as they were, for 
such has been the subsequent state of 
things, that no time could have been 
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found, when, humanly speaking, it 
would have been practicable to have 
done so much. ‘The only material im- 
provement of the congregation since, 
was the purchase of an organ more 
than two years ago, to which many of 
us have often been indebted for great 
enjoyment—may we not say, for inter- 
esting aids to devotion, and holiness of 
heart.’ 
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Abyssinian Church. 


A recent European publication informs us 
that the volumes from which the follow- 
ing is extracted, form part of a valu- 
able collection of Ethiopic manuscripts, 
lately procured at Jerusalem by the Rev. 
William Jowatt. These specimens of 
prayers of the now decayed Church of 
Abyssinia will doubtless be interesting 
to our readers. 


Confession and Prayer. 


O my Lord and my God, Jesus Christ, 
Son of the ever-living Jehovah, I en- 
treat and beseech thee, that thou would- 
est pardon my sin and my transgression 
—thou whose mercy is unbounded ! 
What man is he that sinneth not? 
Where is the wood that burns not? 
and who is he, a man, the son of a 
woman, that doth not commit sin! 
Unto whom wilt thou look, O Lord Je- 
sus Christ? there is none good and 
pure besides thee! And now, O Lord, 
pardon my sin and transgression, and 
blot out the hand-writing of my debt 
that is against me, according to thy 
mercy and compassion: for thou art 
merciful and compassionate: to thee be 
glory and praise! to the Father, to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, in heaven 
and on earth, always and for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Second Confession and Prayer. 


My God and my Creator, and my 
Lord Jesus Christ! Thou art King otf 
kings, and Lord of lords—God over all 
that is in heaven and upon the earth, 
To thee angels and archangels sing 
praises, and say, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and 
earth are full of the holiness of thy 
glory! I pray and beseech thee par- 
don my transgression and my sin. Turn 
not away thy face from me, and cast 
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me not out from before thy face. Send 
the not away from thy presence, with 
reproach and with shame; but open for 
me the doors of the eyes of my heart, 
that I may obtain joy and victory. 
Turn thine eyes to help me, and direct 
my feet in thy shining path. Grant me 
a place in the kingdom of heaven, and 
set me on thy right hand, and appoint 
my portion with thy saints and the good 
and the just, that 1 may be made meet 
to praise thy name, which is Most 
High, for ever. For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, 
and majesty, now and always, for ever 
andever. Amen. 


A General Prayer. 


Lord, let thy mercy come quickly, 
and thy compassion make haste: and 
let thy light be shed abroad upon my 
soul. Let thy compassion come, and 
thy goodness, that it may revive me; 
and show me thy salvation, which shall 
make me to rejoice. Keep us from all 
evil and error, and establish us accord- 
ing to thy law and according to thy will 
—according to thy commandments and 
thy judgments—according to thy mer- 
cy, O Lord. And make us to be num- 
bered with those who have been ac- 
cepted of thee, and receive our prayer 
and our petition. 

O Lord our King, be with us, and 
make peace between thy Spirit and our 
spirit; for thou alone canst turn back 
unto thyself him that is lost. We be- 
seech thee, O Lord Christ, receive us 
into thy fold, and into the number of 
thy flock which shall not perish for 
ever; for thou art He that heareth us 
when we call, and when we call not. 
Purify our souls from pollution, and 
from every evil work. Cast us not off, 
according to the multitude of thy mer- 
cies, and deal not with us according to 
our sins, for Thou art merciful. 


A Morning Prayer. 


Blessed art Thou, O Lord. Thou 
art from everlasting even to everlast- 
img. Mighty art thou, O Lord, by 
whose command the world was estab- 
lished. Yea, O God, blessed art thou 
who sittest above the chariots of the 
Cherubim, and glorified art thou in the 


Specimens of Abyssinian Prayers. 





[No. 8. 


midst of the Seraphim. Thou art prais- 
ed by those on high, and Thou art wor- 
shipped by those beneath. 

Thou hast brought us out from the 
darkness of night, and hast granted to 
us to see this light of day. Keep our 
feet that they slip not, and our lips that 
they speak no evil. Save us from the 
violent man; and deliver us, that we 
may go out and come in in peace, keep- 
ing thy commandments. May our bo- 
dies be sound in health, and our minds 
joyful. May we neither trespass against 
man, who is like ourselves; nor blas- 
pheme the Lord, who created us. Im- 
plant in us pity toward the poor and 
destitute, and grant that we may love 
our brethren and neighbours. Him that 
has transgressed against us, do thou 
pardon, and direct our feet in the way 
of peace. 

And, as thou hast brought us out 
from the darkness of night, and hast 
made us to see this light which passes 
away, grant that we may see that light 
which passes not away, and consumes 
not, and ends not, which thou hast pre- 
pared for thy faithful ones, for those 
who do thy will. And, as thou hast re- 
vived us, and brought us to this day, 
grant that at the last day we may be re- 
vived, and brought into the light of thy 
kingdom, which ends not, and con- 
sumes not. 

Yea, O our God, give us peace upon 
the earth! For thou didst make the 
beasts peaceful in the ark with Noah— 
thou didst make the lions peaceful with 
Daniel, and the sea with thy disciples— 
and thou hast made the world at peace 
with thy Father. Grant that we may 
neither trespass nor be trespassed 
against: for every creature is thine, and 
thou art ruler over the works of thy 
hands. Thou receivest from us praise, 
and we from thee mercy; and to the 
Father, theSon, and the Holy Ghost, 
be the praise, and the godhead, and the 
kingdom, and the glory, now and for 
ever andever. Amen and amen. 


A Prayer for the Sabbath day. 


O Lord, my Lord/and my God! I 
beseech thee, for the sake of thy beloved 
Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savi- 
our, and our God, and for the sake of 
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thy holy name, that thou wouldest hear 
my prayer and my supplication. Keep 
far from me Satan and his host, and 
save me from his net, and remove from 
me his wicked devices; for in thee do I 
put my trust: make me to walk accord- 
ing to thy will, and lead me in righte- 
ousness and peace. I.pray thee, O 
Lord, and I beseech thee, by thy mercy 
and compassion, that thou wouldest 
keep me by thine eyes that sleep not, 
and cover me with the shadow of thy 
wings; and make the beginning of this 
day, loving-kindness—and its middle, 
goodness—and its end, grace. 

Make me meet to receive thy holy 
flesh and thy precious blood, for the re- 
mission of my sin; and keep me in my 
sitting down and my rising up, in my 
coming in and going out, by day and by 
night. Direct my way and my goings, 
and deliver me not into the hand of my 
evil enemies; but grant me a happy 
life. Have mercy tpon me, O Lord, 
and give me the blessing of a good 
heart, that shall obey thee in every good 
work, and praise thee evermore. 

I beseech thee, O Lord, make this 
day blessed and good, and give me the 
riches of thy grace. ‘Thou knowest, O 
Lord, all my sins ; blot out my transgres- 
sions, and remember them not against 
me. ‘Thou seest also how little is my 
goodness—I beseech thee to make it 
much. And again thou knowest all my 
sorrows—O Lord, bring them to an 
end. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 
when I shall become food for the worms, 
and neither see nor hear. 

Recompense with good, O Lord, my 
father and mother, who begot me: 
save them from the judgment of con- 
demnation, and number them with thy 
saints forever. And, for myself, make 
my works good, and keep me by thy 
holy resurrection, through which salva- 
tion is come to every creature of man- 
kind. I beseech thee enlighten the 
eyes of my heart and my thoughts, that 
I may do thy commandments, and walk 
in thy will, for with thee every thing is 
possible. Pardon me and my father and 
mother ; and require not the evil of my 
doings at my hands, but deliver me from 
the fire of hell, according to thy mercy 
and compassion, for ever and ever. 
Amen, 


Charleston Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day School Society. 

Tue sixth anniversary of this society 
was celebrated in St. Philip’s Church, 
Charleston, South-Carolina, on Whit- 
sun-Tuesday, May 24th, 1825, when 
divine service was performed by the 
Rev. Francis Hugar Rutledge, minister 
of ChristChurch parish, and an address, 
appropriate to the occasion, delivered 
by the Rev. William Hinckley Mitch- 
ell, rector of St. James’s, Santee. 

“‘ In adverting to the proceedings of 
the past year,” says the report, “ the 
board of managers feel a satisfaction in 
expressing their entire confidence in the 
usefulness of the institution over whose 
concerns they have presided.” 

The reports of the superintendents 
of the several schools are included in 
the report of the board of managers, 
who thus conclude—“ From the fore- 
going reports, the state of the society 
and of the schools will be seen. The 
number of children in the schools of St. 
Philip’s, St. Michael’s, and Sc. Paul’s 
amount, in all, to upwards of 600, 250 
of which are coloured; under the care 
of 60 teachers; and tke prospects of 
increased usefulness are flattering to 
the feelings of every pious Christian.” 

From Mr. Mitchell’s address the fol- 
lowing extracts are made:— 

“ The principle which characterizes 
the society whose anniversary we this 
day celebrate, founded on an attribute 
of the Divine Being, is the great incen- 
tive to every action that is disinterested 
and morally sublime. Impelling man to 
great and noble deeds, it urges him to 
seek the relief of his fellow man in al- 
leviating the sufferings of humanity. 
To the poor, it extends the hand of 
charity. The friendless orphan, who 
would be otherwise the outcast of so- 
ciety, it rears to future usefulness and 
respectability, imparting to him the ele- 
mentary principles of learning, and en- 
lightening him with a knowledge of the 
truths of revelation. For the vicious, 
it provides the means of communicating 
to him the knowledge of his ways, and 
leading him to consider the nature of 
sin, and the necessity of that change of 
heart and life, without which we are in- 
formed that we cannot see the kingdom 
of heaven.” 
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“¢ The object of our present meeting 
must be abundantly obvious, for it is 
impossible to turn our eyes to the inter- 
esting spectacle now before us, without 
mingled emotions of benevolence and 
zeal. The reflection that these little 
innocents here assembled, are taught 
to lisp their Maker’s praise—that there 
may be some among them who may be 
the future heralds of the cross, and thus 
become the happy instruments of sal- 
vation to future generations; that there 
may be some among them who will 
adern their country by devotedness to 
her welfare, are circumstances calcu- 
lated to awaken sentiments of gratitude 
to the Author of every good and per- 
fect gift, that in the course of his Divine 
Providence, so noble a design should 
have been put in the heart of its bene- 
volent founder.” 

“To the softer sex is this society 
greatly indebted for the instruction of 
its pupils. Engaged almost alone in 
this benevolent work, they have mani- 
fested a zeal characteristic of that sen- 
sibility of heart, which is their distin- 
guishing trait, and a perseverance wor- 
thy of the cause in which they are 
embarked. But this is not the only 
sphere of usefulness in which we may 
witness their benevolent deeds. If I 
should conduct you to the abodes of 
poverty and affliction, there you will 
behold the female character in its most 
interesting colours—the balm of Chris- 
tian consolation is poured into the 
wounds of the afflicted, their sorrows 
soothed, and they are directed to that 
better country where sorrow and sigh- 
ing will for ever flee away. 

“‘ My male and female friends, teach- 
evs of the Sunday school, who have 
gratuitously entered upon this arduous 
work, permit me to remind you, that 
by devoting your time and talents to the 
service of God, and the extension of his 
kingdom, you are laying ep for your- 
selves treasures in heaven. Whatever 
losses you sustain for his sake, will be 
your unalterable gain. “ They that 
turn many to righteousness shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and 
as the stars for ever and ever.” Iieven 
a cup of cold water given to a disciple, 
shall in no wise lose its reward, how 
much greater will be that reward when 


you are the instrument of conveying to 
those little children the water of life ? 
The infinite merits of the Saviour will 
indeed appear in the great day of ac- 
count to be the only ground of the ac- 
ceptance of your labours of love, but 
they being done under the influence of 
the Divine Spirit, will be rewarded, not 
indeed as the cause of his love to you, 


‘but as the evidence of your love to him. 


In this world you may be placed under 
difficult circumstances; friends may 
prove faithless; adverse dispensations 
of Providence may distress and perplex 
yous; but that God, for the sake of 
whom and a good conscience, you have 
been called to abandon a little earthly 
ease, and make some sacrifices, will 
support you. Wherever you may be, 
at home or abroad, the comforting re- 
flection, that you have been instrumen- 
tal in the good of your fellow beings, 
will go with you. Possessing a well 
founded hope of the divine favour, you 
will obtain peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the testimony of a 
good conscience, and a reviving hope 
of heaven. These are sufficient to pre- 
serve the soul steady and serene, and 
to compensate you for all earthly sacri- 
fices. ‘The presence of the Divine Sa- 
viour will go with you, and sooth the 
bed of anguish and of death: and no 
sooner shall earthly ties be dissolved, 
than you will enter into everlasting rest. 
Encouraged then by these considera- 
tions, continue to be diligent, without 
spot and blameless. Occupy your ta- 
lents until your Lord comes. “ Be ye, 
therefore, steadfast, immoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as you know, that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

“ Little children who are here as- 
sembled, let me impress on you the 
importance of those truths, which have 
been so often reiterated by your kind 
teachers and benefactors. Nurtured as 
you are in the bosom of a church, which 
has made such ample provision for the 
spiritual edification of her members, 
you no doubt readily perceive the 
course of duty you ought to pursue. It 
is briefly comprehended in the two com- 
mandments given us by our Lord— 
‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, 
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with all thy strength, and thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself? Evi- 
dence your love to God by walking in 
all his laws. Whenever you awake in 
the morning, think upon him in whom 
you live, aud move, and have your be- 
ing, and falling down before his foot- 
stool, supplicate his protection and 
blessing for the ensuing day. Remem- 
ber that without this you will be liable 
to be led into temptation, and to be 
taken into captivity by the angel of 
darkness. There is nothing that will 
so much strengthen your spiritual ene- 
my, who is represented in the Bible as 
a roaring lion, going about seeking 
whom he may devour, than a neglect 
of your taking this spiritual shield 
which God has provided for you. If 
you should be enticed into bad com- 
pany, and be by that means induced to 
break the Sabbath day, or do any other 
thing that is wrong, who can you blame 
in such a case but yourselves? And on 
occasions of public worship, let the fer- 
vent manner in which you utter the sa- 
cred petitions of our evangelical liturgy 
show, that you not only give to God 
the service of your lips, but also that 
of your heart. When you repeat that 
most simple but sublime prayer, ‘ Al- 
mighty and most merciful Father,’ re- 
member the meaning of the words, and 
take especial care that God be in rea- 
lity and truth your Father—that in the 
saine manner that vou look up to your 
earthly parent, you should look up un- 
to God, and ask him for whatever you 


may need. Little children, is it not 


God that made you? Is it not he that 
preserves and upholds you, and can put 
you out as the snuff of a candle? Oh! 
look up to him then not only as your 
Father, but as your Almighty Father. 
And when you come to the succeeding 
petition, ‘ We have erred and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep,’ call to 
mind the particular times when you sin- 
ned against God, to which you are con- 
stantly liable, and as lost sheep could 
not return without the guardian care 
and assistance of your heavenly Shep- 
herd. The other branch of your duty 
consists in your love to your neighbour. 
Your neighbour you no doubt all know 
to be not only he that lives near you, 
but also all who are connected to you 


Von. IX. 
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by the ties of society; whether it be 
your spiritual ‘ pastors and masters,’ 
whom you are to reverence—your little 
companions, to whom you are to be af- 
fectionate and kind, or those who have 


_ dedicated their time and exertions, that 


you may be fitted for usefulness in this 
life, and perpetual glory in the world 
to come, where your faces will behold 
the face of your Father who is in hea- 
ven.” 
—_—_—_— 
For the Christian Jotrnal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
third Convention of the Diocese of 
Georgia ; held in St. Paul’s Church, 
Augusta, from the 18th to the 20th 
of April, 1825. 

Tue convention was composed of 
four presbyters, and three lay-delegates, 
representing two parishes; and was 
opened with morning prayer, read by. 
the Rev. Hugh Smith, rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Augusta, and a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Abiel Carter, 
rector of Christ Church, Savannah. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the officers of the convention: 

The Rev. Samuel Strong, president; 

Dr. Thomas I. Wray, secretary ; 

Dr. J. B. Read, treasurer. 

On motion of the Rev. Hugh Smith, 
seconded by the Rev. Lot Jones, it was 
resolved, that the thanks of the con- 
vention be presented to the Rev. A. 
Carter, for his very able and impressive 
sermon delivered before them this day. 

The Rev. Hugh Smith, and the Rev. 
Abiel Carter, being a committee ap- 
pointed by the last convention to pro- 
cure missionary aid for this diocese, 
being called on, then made the follow- 
ing report: 

“ We, the undersigned, being a com- 
mittee appointed by the convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the diocese of Georgia, assembled in 
Savannah, May the 3d, 1824, ‘ to pro- 
cure a proper person to act as a mission- 
ary, at such places in this state, and at 
such periods, and for such duration of 
time, as they in their discretion may 
deem fit,’ beg leave most respectfully 
to report :— 

«‘ That we deem ourselves highly fa- 
voured in having procured the services, 
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commencing from the 1st of January, 
1825, of the Rev. Lot Jones, a pres- 
byter of the Eastern diocese, received 
into this diocese by letters dimissory 
from the Right Rev. the Bishop of the 
Eastern diocese ; who bas entered upon 
his duties with zeal, activity, and suc- 
cess; giving to your committee abun- 
dant cause for joy and gratitude, on 
account of the introduction of such a 
labourer into this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. (Signed | 

“ ABIEL CARTER, 

“ HUGH SMITH. 
6 Augusta, April 18th, 1825.” 


Christ Church, Macon, Bibb coun- 
ty, having exhibited satisfactory evi- 
dence of incorporation, was received 
into union with the convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Jones begged leave to 
read to the convention the following 
extract of a letter from the Hon. C. B. 
Strong, of Macon; which, on motion 
of the Rev. Hugh Smith, duly second- 
ed, was ordered to be spread upon the 
journals of the convention. 


** Thrice happy should I be were I 
enabled, as an humble representative 
of our newly formed society, to meet 
our dear brethren in convention; but 
you know the weighty and very impe- 
rious circumstances that forbid. Situ- 
ated as I am, all I can do is to commu- 
nicate through you to the members of 
the convention, my feeble views and 
humble desires. You know, by the 
short tour you have made through the 
state, the forlorn and scattered situa- 
tion of the almost lost sheep of our 
flock—their destitute and bewildered 
condition: and how little is known of 
our holy faith and sublime mode of 
worship. You are also in some degree 
apprised of what might be done, were 
there proper means employed for rais- 
ing our venerable church from the dust. 
These considerations prompt me to en- 
treat you to use your greatest exertions 
to induce the convention, either by ap- 
plication to the general convention, or 
in some other way, to procure one mis- 
sionary or more, to preach in this state. 
If one or two clergymen of piety, ta- 
Jents, and eloquence, could be obtained 
to labour in this desirable vineyard even 
for one year, sure am J, that both they 


and we would reap arich reward. I 
have neither time, nor talents, nor bold- 
ness, to address that solemn body, the 
convention, directly; but my heart and 
desires are with you; and my fervent 
and humble prayer to Almighty God 
is, that you may all be guided by that 
light, and wisdom, and grace, which 
come alone from on high, and peint to 
the everlasting source of consolation.” 


The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate:—Baptisms (adult 
1, children 14, not specified 5) 20— 
Marriages 6—Funerals 2—Communi- 
cants 147—Sunday scholars 105. 


The following communication was 
then received from “ The Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in the 
State of Georgia :” 

“In obedience to the requisition of 
one of the articles of our constitution, 
the members of this society feel it a 
pleasing duty which at this time de- 
volves upon them, to present to ‘ the 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of Georgia,’ now 
in session, an account of their proceed- 
ings during the past year. Aided by 
an appropriation from ‘ the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America,’ the Rev. 
Lot Jones assumed and entered upon 
the laborious duties of a missionary, in 
advocating the claims of episcopacy in 
the interior of our state. ‘The success- 
ful result of tlie zealous kabours of this 
intelligent, pious, amiable, and exem- 
plary minister, commenced only in Ja 
nuary last, cannot, it is thought, be 
more happily communicated than by 
submitting, on the present occasion, the 
report just received at his hands by this 
society, and which they have the satis- 
faction now to present to the conven- 
tion. 


“ To the Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in Georgia. 

*¢ In compliance with the request of 
your committee, I have visited a consi- 
derable number of the towns in this 
state; Ihave found the members of our 
church scattered in every direction, as 
‘sheep without a shepherd.’ Some have 
availed themselves of the solicitations 
of the religious denominations in their 
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vicinity to commune with them, but 
still glance an anxious, wishful eye to 
their first love, and would rejoice in be- 
ing admitted to her bosom. Others al- 
lude to the church of their fathers with 
the liveliest interest, and fervently pray 
that it may be established amongst 
them. Every town I have visited con- 
tains persons who were raised in our 
church, and retain a predilection for 
her service. 

“* There is in the vicinity of Madi- 
son a wealthy individual, who has ex- 
pressed his intention of erecting an 
Episcopal Church. Should he accom- 
plish so desirable an object, there can- 
not be a doubt but that a clergyman of 
our church would receive a handsome 
support. 

“In Milledgeville there are a large 
number who are connected with no re- 
ligious denomination, most of whom 
would prefer the services of our church 
to any other. Monticello and Greenes- 
borough should also be mentioned, as 
presenting interesting fields of labour. 
In the latter place there was formerly a 
flourishing Episcopal Church; but the 
loss of their pastor, in connexion with 
the difficulties they had to encounter ia 
their secluded situation, prostrated their 
hopes, and led many of their members 
to other communions. Macon also pre- 
sents a sphere of labour interesting in 
every point of view. When I visited 
them in February, they had been for 
months destitute of every appearance 
of public worship; no religious society 
had been organized—no clergyman had 
for a long time appeared among them. 
But, though deprived of the benefits of 
the sanctuary, they were not indifferent 
to religious subjects. A large and 
attentive congregation assembled, and 
the services of our church were regu- 
larly performed. The citizens request- 
ed that I would devote as great a por- 
tion of my labours to them as was con- 
sistent with my other arrangements; I 
accordingly returned to that place after 
{ had visited the northern parts of the 
state; and on the 5th of March an 
Episcopal Church was there organized 
in due form, the minutes of which have 
been presented to the convention. 

* Yours, most respectfully, 
“« LOT JONES.” 
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“ In addition to this most gratifying 
communication, the Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity beg leave to 
state to your body, that the Rey. Mr, 
Strong, your president, has given us 
every reason to believe, that, although 
several circumstances combined to pre- 
vent the immediate and formal organi- 
zation of an Episcopal congregation in 
his vicinity, and at the place where he 
ordinarily officiates, yet that there are 
many persons there favourable to the 
object; and that, in all probability, it 
will be carried into effect at no very 
distant period. 

“ The society beg leave to congratu- 
late the convention on the happy effects 
which have resulted from the judicious 
application of the liberal appropriation 
made by “ the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States,’ 
and to assure them that after this prac- 
tical illustration of the value of mission- 
ary efforts, it will employ its most zeal- 
ous, though still circumscribed exer- 
tions, to provide for the spiritual wants 
of the scattered members of our fold, 
in this extensive diocese. All which is 
respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) HUGH SMITH, pres. 
“ Epwarp F. Camppe.t, sec’ry.” 


The above report of the Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity, hav- 
ing been read and approved, on motion, 
resolved, that it shall appear on the 
Journals of this Convention. 


The following appointments were 
then made :— 

Standing Committee—TheRev.Hugh 
Smith, the Rev. Abiel Carter, the Rev. 
Lot Jones, Edward F. Campbell, Esq. 
Dr. James B. Read, and Hon. C. B. 
Strong. 

Delegates to the General Convention 
—The Rev. Samuel Strong, the Rev. 
Abiel Carter, the Rev. Lot Jones, the 
Rev. Hugh Smith, Edward F. Camp- 
bell, Esq. Joseph Wheeler, Esq. An- 
thony Barclay, Esq. and the Hon. 
George Jones. 

On motion, resolved unanimously, 
that the time of holding the next con- 
vention, as specified in the constitution, 
be dispensed with; and that the next 
convention of the Protestant Episcopai 
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Church in this diocese be held on the 
Ath Monday in April, 1826. 

Resolved, that the next convention 
shall be held in the town of Macon. 

Resvlved, on motion of the Rev. A. 
Carter, seconded by John F. Lloyd, 
Esq. that the Rev. Hugh Smith be ap- 
pointed to deliver a sermon at the open- 
ing of the next convention. 


The following is appended to the 
Journal of the above convention. 


Journal of tke Proceedings of “ the 
Protestant EpiscopalSociety for the 
General Advancement of Christian- 
ity in the State of Georgia.” 


The society convened according to 
the time pointed out in the constitution, 
at five o’clock P. M. on the 18th of 
April, 1825. 

Present the Rev. Hugh Smith, rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, presi- 
dent ; the Rev. Samuel Strong, of Ogle- 
thorpe county; the Rev. Abiel Carter, 
rector of Christ Church, Savannah; 
the Rev. Lot Jones, rector of Christ 
Church, Macon; Edward F. Camp- 
bell, secretary; Dr. Thomas I. Wray, 
and Dr. Anderson Watkins. 

Agreeably to a resolution of the last 
convention, the Rev. Hugh Smith, as 
chairman of a committee then appoint- 
ed, submitted a report in relation to the 
funds of the society, which was accept- 
ed, and directed to be placed on file. 

A report was then received from the 
Rev. Lot Jones, a missionary employed 
by this society, giving a most gratifying 
statement of the success of his mission ; 
which having been read, on motion, it 
was 

Resolved unanimously, that the 
thanks of this society be, and hereby 
are, tendered to the Rev. Lot Jones, for 
his assiduous and very successful la- 
bours as a missionary in the interior of 
this state; and also, that the secretary 
be requested to furnish the Rev. Lot 
Jones with a copy of this resoly- 
tion. 

Under the 7th article of the constitu. 
tion of this society, it was then resolv- 
ed, that the society present to the con- 
vention a report of its proceedings dur- 
ing the past year. (For which report 
see pages 9, 1,0, and 1) of the Journal 
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of the Proceedings of the present con- 
vention. )* 

The following preambfe and resolu- 
tion, submitted by the Rev. Abiel Car- 
ter, and duly seconded, were then 
passed :— 

‘“¢ Whereas there now appears a pros- 
pect that missionary exertions in this 
diocese would be abundantly success- 
ful; and whereas the want of means for 
the support of missionaries is the great- 
est obstacle in the way of the efforts of 
this society; therefore 

“ Resolved, that the committee ap- 
pointed at the first institution of this so- 
ciety, to procure funds for its use, be 
requested to renew their efforts for this 
purpose.” 

On motion by Dr. Watkins, duly se- 
conded, it was then resolved, that the 
pastors of the different Episcopal con- 
gregations throughout the state be re- 
quested to preach an annual sermon, 
and make a collection, in aid of the 
fund of “ The Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for the General Advancement of 
Christianity in the State of Georgia.”’ 

A letter from W. R. Whittingham, 
of New-York, secretary and treasurer 
of “ The Society of Inquiry respecting 
the Advancement of Christianity,” ad- 
dressed to this society through its secre- 
tary, being read, on motion, 

Resolved, that said letter be placed 
on file, and that the president and se- 
cretary of this society be a committee 
to reply to the same. 

On motion, seconded, resolved una- 
nimously, that the second section of the 
constitution of this society be amended, 
by the insertion of the word “ Bibles” 
in the latter qlause of the same, so as 
to read thus: * And the distribution of 
Bibles, Prayer Books, and Religious 
Tracts.” . 

On motion, resolved unanimously, 
that the 4th article of the constitution 
of this society be so amended, as that 
only one half instead of three fourths, 
of the amount of life subscriptions, be 
placed in the permanent fund; and that 
the other half shall go to the annual 
disposable fund. 

And be it further resolved, that the 








* See p. 234 and 235 of our present num- 
ber. Ed C.J. 
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following clause be added at the end of 
the fourth article, viz. 

No monies shall be paid out from the 
treasury, except under an order signed 
by the president and secretary, with the 
assent of a majority of the members of 
the standing committee. 

(Signed) HUGH SMITH, pres. 
E. F. Camppexr, sec’ry. 
Canon passed in Convention of the 
Diocese of Georgia, 1825. 


In case any clergyman of this diocese 
shall be accused of error in doctrine, 
immorality of life, or neglect or trans- 
gression of any of the canons of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, or of this diocese, it shall 
be the duty of any two or more clergy- 
men, or of the wardens and vestry of 
the church of which he is rector, or to 
which he may belong, who shall have 
knowledge or belief of such misdemea- 
nor, to represent the same to the bishop, 
or in case there be no bishop, tu the 
standing committee of the diocese. In 
the event of such representation, it 
shall be the duty of the bishop, or if 
there be no bishop, of the standing 
committee, if he or they shall deem the 
charge or charges worthy of investiga- 
tion, forthwith to notify the accused of 
such charge or charges, together with 
the time and place appointed for his 
trial. 

The mode of trial shall be as follows: 
—The bishop, or the standing commit- 
tee, as the case may be, shall appoint 
a number of presbyters, not less than 
five, of whom the person accused may 
select a majority, by whom to be tried. 
The result of the trial shall be made 
known to the bishop, or in case there 
be no bishop, to the standing commit- 
tee, who shall pronounce and execute, 
or cause to be pronounced and execut- 
ed, such sentence as may be awarded, 
should the same by him or them be 
deemed just and proper. 

Should the sentence be suspension or 
degradation from the ministry, the bi- 
shop, or provisional bishop, or should 
there be none, some neighbouring bi- 
shop shall be requested to pronounce 
the same. 

Should it be impossible to obtain 
from this diocese the requisite number 
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of presbyters to constitute a board of 
trial, the deficiency may be supplied 
from a neighbouring diocese. 

Should any clergyman, accused and 
cited for trial according to the above 
provisions of this canon, neglect or re- 
fuse to obey the citation, such neglect 
or refusal shall be considered as an 
acknowledgment of the truth of the 
charges preferred against him, and sen- 
tence shall be pronounced accordingly. 





For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Forty-first Convention of the Dio- 
cese of Pennsylvania; held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, on 
Tuesday, May 10th, Wednesday, 
May 11th, Thursday, May 12th, 
and I’riday, May 13th, 1825. 

Tue Convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, twenty- 
eight presbyters, two deacons, and sixty 
lay-delegates, representing thirty-one 
churches. 

On the first day, the convention was 
organized, and the Rev. William H. De 
Lancey appointed secretary. 

On the second day, morning prayer 
was read by the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, 
rector of St. John’s church, Narris- 
town, and St. James’s church, Perkio- 
men, and a charge was delivered by 
the bishop. ‘The Rev. Samuel Marks, 
and the Rev. Robert Piggot, deacons, 
were then admitted to the holy order 
of priests. 

St. Mark’s church, Lewistown, Mif- 
flin county ; St.Matthew’s church,Fran- 
cisville,Philadelphia county; and Christ 
church, Meadville, Crawford county, 
the certificate required by the canon of . 
1821 having been exhibited, were ad- 
mitted into the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the state of Pennsylvania. 

The Right Rev. William White, D.D. 
bishop of the diocese, in ee 
with the 45th canon, read the following 
address : 


Brethren, the Clergy and the Lay 
Deputies of this Convention, 
My report, at this our annual meet- 
ing, is as follows: 
On the 7th of June I consecrated St. 
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Matthew’s church, in Francisville, near 
this city ; the sermon on this occasion 
being preached by the Rev. Gregory 
T. Bedell. 

On the 6th of July I laid the corner 
stone of a church to be built in Hamil- 
tonville, near to this city. 

On the 13th of the same month, I 
confirmed and preached in Wilming- 
ton, in the state of Delaware; and on 
the next day, I confirmed and preached 
in Emanuel church, Newcastle, in the 
same state. 

As the theological school in New- 
York is under the jurisdiction of the 
General Convention, and as the con- 
vention of this diocese have declared 
the interest which they take in the 
prosperity of the institution, it seems 
in order for me, as your Bishop, to in- 
form you, that from the 26th to the 
31st of July was spent by me in a visit 
to that city, in order to be present, and 
to deliver an address on the special re- 
quest of the professors, at the annual 
meeting of the trustees, and the exa- 
mination of the students; when it was 
a high gratification to witness the pro- 
ficiency of the latter in their studies, 
and the evidence which it afforded of 
the talents and the assiduity of the pro- 
fessors. It is to be hoped that stability 
will be given to the institution; and 
that confidence in the realizing of its 
expectations will soon be increased, by 
the near prospect of the erection of a 
suitable building for the collegiate resi- 
dence of the professors and the pupils. 
To those who are aware how much the 
respectability of our Church depends 
on the literary acquirements of its mi- 
nisters, it must give pleasure to witness 
not only the advances recently made, 
but the decrease of opposing prejudices. 
It is especially gratifying to your bi- 
shop, and, as he supposes, to those of 
his clerical and of his lay brethren, to 
whom the testimonials of candidates 
for orders are submitted, that we no 
longer hear of the denial of the right of 
the Church to require human literature 
as necessary for admission to the minis- 
try; a position which, if maintained 
consistently, would dispense with the 
knowledge of the alphabet. 

On the 17th of October I began a 
journey, expected to be of great length, 
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for the consecrating of a church in 
Lewistown, 156 miles from this city, 
and of sundry churches beyond the 
mountains; the Rev. Jackson Kemper 
being with me, in the character of mis- 
sionary from the missionary committee 
of the convention. In our way, on the 
19th, I preached and held confirma- 
tion in the city of Lancaster; and Mr. 
Kemper performed divine service and 
preached in the evening; and on the 
evening of the 20th, in the borough of 
Harrisburg ; as he also did on the even- 
ing of the next day, in the borough of 
Mifflintown. On the forenoon of Sa- 
turday the 23d, I preached in the newly 
erected church in the borough of Lewis- 
town, and Mr. Kemper preached in 
the afternoon, and again in the even- 
ing. The next day I consecrated the 
said church, administering the rite of 
confirmation, and the ordinances of 
baptism and the Lord’s supper, and 
preaching in the forenoon ; Mr. Kemper 
performing divine service. In the after- 
noon Mr. Kemper performed divine 
service, and preached. 

On the next morning we set off for 
the borough of Huntingdon ; but when 
we had reached a short distance from 
Lewistown, our progress was prevent- 
ed by my fall from a carriage, which 
caused a simple fracture of my right 
wrist, and several lacerations of my 
face. Owing to valuable medical as- 
sistance gratuitously rendered to me, 
to the sympathy and the good offices 
of many estimable inhabitants of the 
town, to the important attentions of my 
fellow-traveller, and to the hastening to 
me of two of the members of my uwn 
family, I was enabled, under the good 
providence of God, to reach my home 
on the 15th day from the fall. On the 
day before our setting off on our return, 
Mr. Kemper having notified his inten- 
tion of divine service and a sermon, 
which had also been his occupation 
twice on the preceding Sunday; and 
some persons having regretted their 
not availing of themselves uf the pre- 
ceding opportunity of being confirmed, 
my wounds did not prevent my being 
again taken to church, my stay there 
of a few minutes, and my again con- 
firming. Independently of my causes 
of personal gratitude to the members 
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of our church in Lewiston, it is but 
justice to them to record the willing- 
ness which they have manifested to go 
to the extent of what can reasonably 
be expected of them, for the sustaining 
of religious worship agreeably to the 
institutions of our church, of which 
there is evidence in the handsome 
church erected by them, and in the 
edifying attentions of the congregation. 
Under this view of their condition, it 
has been consoling to me that ihe Rev. 
Robert Piggot has taken the charge of 
the congregation; and, I understand, 
has been favourably received. On our 
way home, Mr. Kemper performed di- 
vine service and preached in Lancas- 
ter, morning and evening, on Sunday, 
November the 7th. 

On the 19th of December, in St. 
James’s church in this city, I ordained 
to the holy office of priests, the Rev. 
Norman Nash and the Rev. Samuel 
Bowman, and preached on the occa- 
sion. At the same time there was 
ordained to the holy office of deacons, 
William Eldred, who is now officiating 
as a missionary in Lycoming and Co- 
lumbia counties, in the service of the 
Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania. 

On the 24th of December, I con- 
firmed and preached in St. Stephen’s 
church, in this city. 

On the 23d of January, I confirmed 
and preached in Trinity church, South- 
wark. 

On the 27th of February, 1 ordained 
to the holy office of priests, the Rev. 
Robert Davis, and preached on the oc- 
casion. 

On the 13th of March, I confirmed 
and preached in St. Andrew’s church, 
in this city. 

In the same church, on the 20th of 
the same month, I ordained the Rev. 
Enoch Huntington to the holy office of 
priests, and preached on the occasion. 

With a view to record, it will be 
proper to notice, that I have this day, 
in your presence, ordained to the holy 
office of priests, the Rev. Robert Pig- 
got, and the Rev. Samuel Marks. 

The removals from the diocese are, 
the Rev. John J. Robinson; the Rev. 
Charles Williams, of Yorktown, who 
has been elected to the presidency of a 
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college in Baltimore; the Rev. Chris- 
tian F. Crusé to the state of Delaware ; 
the Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves to that of 
New-York ; and the Rev. William Lev- 
ington, a coloured man, to Baltimore, 
who has been provided with a congre- 
gation in said city. The Rev. Moses 
P. Bennet has resigned his charge at 
Greensburg, but retains that in Kittan- 
ing. | | 

It has been stated to me by the Rev. 
Matthew Mathews, that he has receiv- 
ed an invitation to a congregation in 
New-Jersey. As his acceptance of it 
seems probable, and as in that case he 
will be removed from the diocese, I 
have thought there would be propriety 
in noticing the circumstance. Since 
his being in deacon’s orders, he has 
been much occupied by occasional ser- 
vices, and especially in supplying the 
places of absent ministers in this dio- 
cese, and elsewhere. 

The persons admitted as candidates 
are, William R. Bowman, William 
Henry Rees, Clement Frederick Jones, 
William Lucas, Pierce Connelly, James 
May, and Charles Anderson. The last 
mentioned is a coloured man, who, 
since his admission, has fallen into 
such a state of disease as compels him 
to abandon his prospect of the ministry. 

The number of those confirmed by 
me in the past year is one hundred and 
eighty-eight. ‘The occasions of con- 
firming in the churches under my pas- 
toral care, have not been mentioned. 

The Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, although very limited in 
its means, and not deriving from the 
Union generally, the aids which might 
have been expected from its establish- 
ment by the General Convention, has 
not been inert. _ Through the instru- 
mentality of their executive committee, 
they have aided missions in Delaware, 
Missouri, Georgia, Michigan, Illinois, 
Indiana, and East Florida; and are 
now engaged in establishing a mission- 
ary, as they have already an agent and 
a catechist, at Green Bay, in the Mi- 
chigan Territory. 

The Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity in Pennsylvania has been 
efficient, proportionably to their slen- 
der funds ; and might produce very im- 
portant effects over the whole extent of 
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the diocese, were tle good achieved by 
them generally known and appreciated, 
and a consequent measure of encou- 
ragement extended. 

Under the direction of the mission- 
ary committee of this diocese, there 
has been a supply to the church at 
Whitemarsh, twice in every month; 
the Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, in the 
course of last summer, performed mis- 
sionary duty in the counties of Lycom- 
ing, Columbia, and Northumberland. 

The Bible Society of Philadelphia, 
although not especially under the con- 
trol of members of our communion, 
continues to command the countenance 
of the clergy of this diocese, who wish 
to encourage liberal subscriptions to so 
important an object. But it may be 
presumed, that while, on the one hand, 
we disapprove of the endeavours said 
to be elsewhere put in operation, to 
pervert the institution of Bible Socie- 
ties from the singleness of their pro- 
fessed design, that of distributing the 
Bible without note or comment, we do 
not adopt the untenable opinion, that 
notes and comments, as also exposi- 
tions by the ministers of the Gospel, 
for the unfolding of the sense of the 
sacred text, are needless, such services 
being left by this society to the endea- 
vours of other societies, and of indivi- 
duals. 

There continue to be two Sunday 
schools attached to each congregation 
in the city and its vicinity, and in some 
other places; and the Sunday School 
Society continues to extend its aid to 
those schools whose teachers are re- 
presented in its body. With the satis- 
faction arising from the good achieved 
by these institutions, there is still an 
alloy in attempts occasionally made to 
pervert them to the purpose of injury 
to the services, and of invasion of the 
rights of the ministry of our Church. 
It is to be wished that, in opposition to 
such designs, the schools may be con- 
ducted exclusively according to our re- 
ligious system, and in pertect charity 
to other denominations of professing 
Christians; but with a determined re- 
sistance of all endeavours, whether 
made by persons exterior to us or 
among ourselves, for the accomplish- 
ing of measures which must both dete- 


riorate our system and involve us in 
needless controversy. 

The fund for the support of a 
future Bishop does not increase in pro- 
portion to the claims which are made 
from the various parts of the diocese, 
for the services of their diocesan. He 
who now fills the station may be per- 
mitted to wish, that his successor may 
not for a long time suffer, under the 
conflicting duties of an Episcopal and 
of a pastoral connexion ; but he is oblig- 
ed to confess, that his expectations are 
not sanguine, when he remarks, how 
few of the congregations in the diocese 
have contributed to the future useful- 
ness of the Episcopacy, in this particu- 
lar. Still there is a foundation laid for 
the accomplishing of so desirable an 
object. 

In the last annual address it was 
noticed, that the corporation for the 
support of the widows and children of 
deceased clergymen, contemplated an 
increase of the annuities to the families 
who receive them. ‘This has been de- 
termined on, to the extent of one hun- 
dred per centum for the last and for the 
present vear, with the hope of the yearly 
continuance of it. Among the reasons 
for considering this as a subject to be 
held up to the view of the Convention, 
and especially to the clerical members 
of it, is the barring against future ex- 
pectations which cannot be gratified. 
The knowledge of the existence of such 
a corporation, has, in some instances, 
prompted desires of relief from it, with- 
out previous purchase of the benefit. 
It is therefore useful, to make known 
as extensively as possible, that the cor- 
poration cannot, consistently with faith- 
fulness to their trust, bestow any of their 
means on the family of any deceased 
clergyman, who had not been a contri- 
butor to the fund, in one of the classes 
constituted by the fundamental laws. 

In addition to the many excellent 
institutions existing in this city, and 
administering to the stability and the 
increase of our Church, there has been 
another recently formed, for the aiding 
of young men in their academical and 
collegiate preparation for the ministry, 
and for the continuing of their studies 
in the Theological Seminary under the 
control of the General Convention. 
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The society is at present in its incipient 
staie, but is organized, and has printed 
its censtitution; copies of which will 
be presented to the members of this 
body : with the hope, that their prayers, 
and their exertions, as opportunity may 
ofier, will be extended to this benevo- 
lent design. 

There has been often intimated in 
conversation, not only by myself, but 
by those of our clerical and of our lay 
brethren, to whom there are submitted 
the testimonials of candidates for holy 
orders, the wish, that in their applica- 
tions, they would regard the days ap- 
pointed by the 15th canon. The adding 
to the number of the occasions has been 
an unnecessary burden on us; and be- 
sides, brings before our congregations 
the subjects of appropriate discourses, 
oftener than is for edification. In the 
restriction to these days there is to be 
understood the exception of the annual 
meeting of the diocesan convention; 
when a minister, already in deacons’ 
orders, by being suffered to avail him- 
self of the opportunity of his attend- 
ance, may be excused from an addi- 
tional journey. It is on this principle, 
that there took place the ordination of 
this morning. 

In addition to my advance in years, 
my late danger and merciful preserva- 
tion, ought to remind me of the uncer- 
tainty of future opportunities of ad- 
dressing this body, among whom I have 
presided on forty annual occasions, 
previous to the present. The same 
considerations, impress me with grati- 
tude for the opportunity now permitted 
of delivering my well weighed opinion 
on a very important subject: and the 
reason, of its being delivered in this 
form, is, that it may be entered on your 
journal. If it were only for the pre- 
venting of misapprehension of my sense 
of the subject when expressed in con- 
versation, the intended explicitness 
would seem to me justifiable ; although 
the principal motive is to transmit a 
caution, whatever may be the weight 
of it, against future danger of disorder : 
and it is a Satisfaction to me to antici- 
pate, that what is to be said will remain 
on record, when I shall be among you 
no longer. 

The subject is an unauthorized minis- 

Vex. YX. 
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try, on occasions for worship, exterior 
to the appointments of the Church, and 
therefore erroneously supposed to ren- 
der such ministry allowable. 

It would be incongruous, if, when, 
in such a variety of ways, men associate 
with views to philosophical, to com- 
mercial, and to agricultural objects, 
and to improvements in the various 
departments of mechanical employ- 
ment, religion only should be the field, 


_from which there is to be banished 


mutual communication of counsels, ori- 
ginating in personal attachments, or in 
similarity of pursuits, or in any other 
causes which may prompt an inter- 
change of sentiment, in free and friendly 
conversation. Your Bishop would be 
misunderstood, if it should be theught, 
that any thing ef tliis sort is intended 
to be censured by him: and much more, 
if he stiould be supposed to deny the 
right, or ratlier the duty, of every Chris- 
tian, male or female, to give private 
counsel c+ instruction in the concerns 
of religion, to those who confide in his 
or her knowledge or experience. 

What is meant, are those assemblies, 
wherein others than an authorized mi- 
nistry, are set to exercise themselves in 
public instruction and in prayer of their 
own suggestion or devising. Besides, 
that the irregularity of this is an un- 
avoidable consequence from the provi- 
sion of a form of admission to the mi- 
nistry ; grounded, as we conceive, on 
directions given in the New Testament; 
the practice is contrary to the 23d arti- 
cle of our Church, which says—“ it is 
not lawful for any man to take upon 
him the office of public preaching, or 
ministering the sacraments in the con- 
gregation, before he be lawfully called, 
and sent to execute the same.” It would 
be an evasion, to restrict the sense of 
the article, to a church consecrated or 
otherwise set apart: both the letter and 
the spirit of the provision applying to 
every case, in which people are con- 
gregated with a view to socia} worship. 

The 19th canon has impliedly for- 
bidden such exercises, to candidates far 
holy orders. ‘They are admitted to be 
lay readers, under the control of the 
ecclesiastical authority; but are not 
tolerated in the obtrusion either of 
prayers or of discourses of their own, 
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If persons of this description, after hav- 
ing been presented to the Bishop by @ 
constituted body, as, in their opinion, 
possessing qualifications for the minis- 
try, are thus restricted in their adminis- 
tration; it eannot be imagined, that 
every other individwal is left to his own 
opinion of his sufficiency. 


The contemplated brevity, prevents: 


the sustaining of the opinion by distin- 
guished names, which might be men- 
tioned. Were any brought forward, 
especial stress should be laid on the 
testimonies of clergymen, who, having 
unguardedly given countenance to the 
irregularity, and having had sorrowfuk 
experience of its effects, have left last- 
ing records of their disappointments. 
Some instances of this, it is intended to 
attach as a note to the present ad- 
dress.* 





* The Rev. Devereux Jarratt was a clergy- 
man of the Episeopal Chureh ; and held a parish 
in Virginia befote and during the revolutionary 
war, which he survived. From hiwing been 
eminently popular, and always preaching to 
crowded audiences, too large to be reccived 
within the walls of churches, he lived to see 
his usual number of hearers redueed to about 
one hundred and forty, and that of his commnu- 
nicants to about ten. He considered it as con- 
siderably owing to the courtenance which hed 
been given to the praymg and the preaehmg of 
young men, of little knowledge and of great 
audacity, operated on prineipally by pride. This 
is from his secons letter to the Rev. John Cole- 
man; and published by him in a narrative of 
the life of Mr. Jarratt. 

The late Rev. ‘Thomas Scott, the suthor of 
a Commentary on the Bibic, hes also given his 
experience, and that of the Rev. John Newton, 
his predecessor in the parish of Olney, in Eng- 
land, tothe same effect. ‘The following is from 
arecent life of Mr. Seott, published by his son 
the Rev. John Seott.' Both Mr. Newton and 
the elder Mr. Scott, had given countenance to 
the associations, found on experience to be de- 
trimental. Of the specics of religious exercises 
spoken of, Mr. Scott, the father, says, “* I'wo 
or three effects were undeniable; first, they 
proved hot-beds, on which superficial and dis. 
creditable preachers were hastily raised up; 
who, going forth on the Lord’s day to the 
neighbouring parishes, intercepted those who 
used to attend Mr. Newton. Secondly, men 
were called to pray’in public, whose conduct 
Sfterwards brought a deep disgrace on the Gos- 
pel. ‘Thirdly, they produced a captious, eriti- 
cising, selt-wise spirit, sothateven Mr. Newton 
himself could seldom please them. Fourthly, 
they rendered the people so contemptuously in- 
different to the worship of God and the Church, 
and many of them to any public worship in 
which they did not take a part, that 1 never 
before or since witnessed any thing like it.” 
There are other passages to. the same effett- 
P. 306, 307.) 
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Confiding, brethren, that the pro- 
eeedings of this convention will be ccn- 





Tt will not be irrelevant, although the matter 
to be related is extraneous to the Episcopal 
Church, to go so far back as to the account 
given by the Rev. Cotton Mather in his ** Mag- 
nalia,” of the early days of New England; and 
to state an opinion recorded by him, concerning 
the beginning of the Ansbaptists as a distinct 
seeicty. According to him, it was the result, 
on the one hand, of the httle stress laid on learn- 
ing by that deseription of people, and on the 
other, by an insuperable barrier in the want of 
it, among the eongregationalists, and, combining 
with these two eircumstanees, the permitted 
exercise of an irregular ministry in private as- 
socistions. ‘ ¥ea, some observed,” says Cotton 
Mather, “ that this thing”—meaning the want 
of learning— was the real bottom of their 
eombining into a distinet society by themselves, 
from divers parts of the eolony; these men 
having privately exereised their gifts in meet- 
ings with apphiuse, began to think themselves 
wronged, that their light was put under ea 
bushel ; and finding no remedy in our churches, 
they threw on a cloak of Anabaptism; and so, 
gained the thing they »imedat, ma disguise.” 
(Vol. ii. p. 460 ) 

To this issue recorded by the historian of 
New England, there is a strong similurity in the 
ease recited! of Mr. Jarratt. Coineident with 
the declit.e ef his popularity, there was in his 
neighbourhood a great increase of a society, 
with whom, for admission to the ministry, very 
little learning was required. His gifted youths, 
as appears from the narrative, went off, and 


earried with them a great proportion of the. 


people 

The Episcopal Church is at this time en- 
deavouring to raise the literary reputation of 
her ministry, by a systematic education in The- 
ology. It is to be hoped, that no discourage- 
ment will be drawn from the facts now stated : 
but it is evident, that in proportion to her suc- 
cess on the one hand, and to countenance given 
to an unauthorized ministry on the other, the 
danger here recognized will be ineveased 

it will be the greater, on account of the dis- 
eouragement wisely given to an unauthorized 
ministry, by some non-episcopslian denomina- 
tions, among the most respectable tor their 
vumbers, and for the weight of character of 
their elerical and other members. This may 
produce a preference of our pale, for no other 
reason than that of gratifying the way ward pro- 
pensity which has been the subject. (For such 
discountenance, see the Presbyterian Magazine, 
vol. i. p. 229.) 

The present editor of tbat very ably eonduct- 
ed and very popular work, “the Christian Ob- 
server,” is the Rev. Samuel Ch.rles Wilks. It 
is not here known, that this reverend gentleman 
has ever been an encourager of an illegitimate 
ministry : but his strong testimony against it, in 
consideration of the weight of authority in the 
pen from which it comes, is here given. After 
expressing himself in favour of well constitated 
parochial societies; and mentioning with ap- 
plause certain societies formerly existing in Eng- 
land, and conducted agreeably to forms provided 
for them by some eminent clergymen of the 
establishment; and after recommending great 
care in instituting and in superintendiag such 
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ducted with wisdom, and with a view 
to the glory of God; I conclude with 
assuring you of my co-operation ia all 
measures tending to that end. 
WILLIAM WHITE. 


Mr. Thomas H. White was re-elect- 
ed treasurer of the convention, and Mr. 
John Read treasurer of the Episcopal 
fund. 

The Parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :— 

Baptisms (adults 141, children 539, 
not specified 141) 821—Marriages 
173—Funerals 336—Sunday schelars 
1638—Communicants 1754. 

Resolved, That the next annual con- 
vention of the Church in this state, shall 
be held in the borough of Reading. 

The following appointments were 
then made:— 

Standing Committee and Council of 
Advice :— Vhe Rev. James Abercrom- 
bie, D. D., the Rev. Jackson Kemper, 
the Rev. George Boyd, the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Aflen, the Rev. Gregory T. Be- 
dell, Chief Justice Tilghman, Commo- 
dore Richard Dale, John Read, Charles 
Wheeler, Cornelius Comegys. 

Deputies to General Convention :— 
The Rev. Levi Bull, the Rev. George 
Boyd, the Rev. Benjamin Allen, the 
Rev. William A. Muhlenberg, William 
Meredith, Joha Read, Samuel Sit- 
greaves, Edward J. Stiles. 

Missionary ommittee :—The Rev. 
Jackson Kemper, the Rev. James 

Montgomery, the Rev. Benjamin Allen, 
Charles N. Bancker, William Mere- 
dith, Cornelius Stevenson. 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, resolved 
unanimously, That the thanks of this 
convention be presented to our vener- 
able Bishop, for the charge delivered 





societies, he adds—‘* Most persons, who ure 
versed in the religious history of the last few 
years, can bear record, that the tendency to 
deterioration is more rapid in societies of this 
kind, than in almost any other. Self-conceit, 
ostentation, jealousy, party-spirit, a love of gos- 
sipping and interference, and sometimes per- 
haps detraction, and even worse evils, sre too 
apt to insinuate themselves into friendly religi- 
ous societies.” ‘This is from a treatise on “ Cor- 
relative Ciaims and Duties.” The present writer 
has not access to the work; and hxs copied the 
above extraet, to which similar matter from it 
might have been added, from “ the Gospel 
Advocate of January last, edited at Boston. 
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by him at the opening of this conven- 
tion, and that he be requested to furnish 
a copy for publication. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, the fol- 
lowing recommendation was ordered 
to be inserted on the Journal :-— 

It is recommended to the vestries of 
the churches throughout the state, to 
consider the expediency of making pro- 
vision for securing to the families of 
their respective ministers, the benefit 
of the fund in the hands of the society 
for the relief of the Widows and Or- 
phans of deceased Clergymen of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of Pennsylvania, by paying in 
their behalf the annual contributions 
required for that purpose by the con- 
Stitutien of said society. . 

On motion, resolved, That the next 
annual convention shall meet on the 
Tuesday after the first Wednesday in 

May, at 6 o’clock P. M. 

From a list of the congregations and 
clergy of the diocese of Pennsylvania, 
appended to the Journal of the above 
convention, it appears that the former 
are 53 in number, and the latter 41, 
viz. the bishop, 39 presbyters, and 1 
deacon. 

From the report of the treasurer of 
the Episcopal fund, also appended to 
the above Journal, it appears to have 
increased, during the past year $ 1298 
65; and to have amounted on the 3d 
of last May, to the sum of $ 9206 88. 

From the report of the treasurer of 
the convention, it appears that the re- 
ceipts during the past year, including 
the balance from the last account, were 
$§ 218 52, and the expenses $ 192 39, 
leaving a present balance of $ 26 13. 


—_———— 





Convention of Massachusetts. 


‘Tue annual convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of Massa+ 
chusetts met in Trinity church, Bos- 
ton, on Wednesday, June 15, 1825. 
The Gospel Advocate for July, to which 
we are indebted for this notice, gives 
the names of eighteen clergymen who 
attended the convention; and also the 
names of twenty-eight lay-delegates 
































244 Convention of Massachusetts. [No. 8. 


to the same, representing fifteen con- 
gregations.—Prayers were read by the 
Rev. Titus Strong, rector of St. James’s, 
Greenfield, and a sermon delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. Gardiner, rector of Trinity 
church, Boston. 

In the absence of the bishop, the Rev. 
Asa Eaton, rector of Christ church, 
Boston, was chosen president, and the 
Rev. Benjamin C, Cutler, rector of 
Christ church, Quincy, secretary. 

It was then voted, That lay readers, 
and candidates for orders, now present, 
be admitted to seats in the convention. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed members of the standing committee: 
—Rev. J. 8. J. Gardiner, D. D., Rey. 
Samuel F. Jarvis, D, D., Rev. Isaac 
Boyle, and George Brinley, Thomas 
Clarke, and Francis Wilby, esqrs. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed delegates tothe General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States:—Rev. J. 8. J. Gar- 
diner, D. D., Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, 
D. D., Rev. John L. Blake, Rev. Isaac 
Boyle, and Joseph Head, John Amory, 
Gardiner Green, and E. S Rand, esqrs. 
—Mr. Benjamin Howard was chosen 
treasurer of this convention, 

Missionary Society, 

The committee appointed at the last 
convention to confer with a committee 
to be raised for the same purpose by 
the Massachusetts Protestant Episcopal 
Missionary Society, on the practicabi- 
lity and expediency of holding the an- 
nual meeting of the society at the same 
time with that of the convention, re- 
spectfully report, that they haye con- 
ferred with the committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts Episcopal Missionary Socie- 
ty, and agree with them in the opinion, 
that it is both practicable and expedient 
to hold the annual meeting of the society 
on the afternoon of the day appointed 
for the meeting of the convention. 

A. EATON, Chairman, 
Boston, June 13th, 1825, 
The above report was accepted, 


Church at Cambridge. 


The committee appointed to carry 
into effect the resolution of the last an- 
nual convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in tbe state of Massachu- 


cetts, relative to the church in Cam- 
bridge, beg leave to report, That having 
received an official notification of their 
appointment from the secretary of the 
convention the 22d June, they pro- 
ceeded as speedily as possible to take 
the subject submitted to them under 
consideration. For this purpose they 
held their first meeting on 16th July, 
and continued the same by adjourn- 
ment to the 19th, at which time a com- 
munication to the government of Har- 
vard University was agreed upon and 
sent. Tothis, in consequence of un- 
avoidable delays, they received no an- 
swer till the 9th of November, 1824, 
which occasioned a meeting on the 16th 
of that month, and another on the 18th, 
At this last a circular was adopted, and 
ordered tu be published in the Gospel 
Advocate, as well as to be circulated 
separately in connexion with a sub- 
scription paper. A copy of that circu- 
lar, embracing a summary of the com- 
mittee’s proceedings, they herewith 
present, and desire that it may be con- 
sidered as part of their report. From 
this time till June, 1825, the committee 
were engaged in obtaining subscriptions 
in Cambridge, Newburyport, and Bos- 
ton, and they have the satisfaction to 
state, that the sum of three thousand 
dollars has been subscribed, and that 
they have authorized the wardens of 
Christ church, Cambridge, to take or- 
ders for the repairing and finishing of 
the said church, and to draw upon their 
treasurer for the expenses thereof, not 
exceeding that sum, The committee 
have the pleasure to inform the conven- 
tion that many gentlemen have not 
been called upon, who have expressed 
with much liberality their willingness 
to aid the church at Cambridge, but 
who are desirous of doing it in some 
other form than that of finishing and 
repairing the edifice. In consequence of 
this suggestion, the committee thought 
it right to provide that the surplus, 
should any remain over and above the 
amount required for the building, should 
be paid by them to the trustees of do- 
nations to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, to be held in trust by that 
body, for the better support of the rec- 
tor. 


On reflection, however, it seemed to 
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the committee, that in doing this they 
would exceed the power vested in them 
by the convention. They determined, 
therefore, to report their proceedings 
as far as they had gone, and to ask for 
the appointment of a new committee, 
with special power to receive whatever 
sums the pious and liberal members of 
our Church may think proper to be- 
stow, for the better support of a clergy- 
man at Cambridge, and to pay over 
the sum to the treasurer of the trustees 
of donations, that they may be for ever 
applied to the use aforesaid, and ac- 
cording to the true intent and purpose 
of the donors. 
SamvueEx F. Jarvis, 
Asa Eaton, 
Tomas Perkins, 
Samue D. Parker, 
Francis Wixsy, 
James C. Merriny. 


This report was accepted, and the 
following gentlemen were chosen as a 
committee (with power to fill vacancies 
in said committee) for the purpose re- 
commended in the above report. 

Rev. S. F. Jarvis, Rev. A. Eaton, 
J. C. Merrill, esq., G. Brinley, esq., J. 
Foster, esq., George Bethune, esq., F. 
Wilby, esq. 


Rev. Mr. Cutler was appointed to be 
first, Rev. Mr. Baury to be second 
preacher for the next convention. | 

The next meeting of the convention 
is to be held at St. Paul’s church, Bos- 
ton. ; 

The convention agreed, by vote, to 
attend the annual meeting of the-Epis- 
copal Missionary Society, to be held 
in the afternoon, and was then closed 
by prayers from the president. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Tue receipt of the following com- 
munication from a valued distant cor- 
respondent, first directed our notice to 
the very objectionable paragraph on 
which it comments. We had Jong been 
accustomed to hear the railing accusa- 
tions in which many appear to delight, 
who yet profess attachment to that Bible 
cause, which should sanetify every 
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affection, and chasten every feeling 
of the heart. We had almost ceased 
to wonder at the strange want of Chris- 
tian and honourable principle, which 
can again and again renew the often 
disavowed charge of indifference to the 
Bible cause, against men, the evangeli- 
cal correctness of whose doctrines and 
lives, and the faithful, disinterested, 
and laborious devotion of whose ta- 
lents and services to that very cause, 
declare shame against the authours and 
abettors of such calumny. Wehad heard 
them denounced as blinded Christians, 
and as in Jeague with popery, with in- 
fidelity, and with the great enemy of all 
righteousness himself. This evil speak- 
ing had become so common, that it was 
almost considered a matter of course, 
when Bible Societies were either to be 
extolled or vindicated. We had known 
it, however, as proceeding only from 
warmth of controversial feeling on the 
part of individuals, or of meetings in 
which a proportioned degree of excite- 
ment might easily be produced. We 
were not backward in making all cha- 
ritable allowance for the natural (how- 
ever unsanctified) effect of strong emo- 
tions on a subject of deep interest ; 
especially as much dependence must 
be placed on excitement, where it can- 
not be on cool substantial reasoning. 
We confess, however, that we were 
little prepared for what is now before 
us. ‘She General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a body whwh, in justice, must 
be esteemed learned and grave, and 
the representative of no small propor- 
tion of the learning and piety of our 
country ; and whose proceedings must 
be supposed to be governed by reflec- 
tion and serious deliberation ; thinks it 
not inconsistent with its character to 
stoop to the low ranks of party, and 
drink into the spirit of uncharitable- 
ness and bitterness which party feeling 
is so wont to excite. That this body 
should deem it its duty to record, from 
time to time, its solemn declarations in 
favour of the American Bible Society, 
and of similar institutions, and to urge 
upon those of whose spiritual interests 
it is the constituted guardian, the pa- 
tronage of such institutions, can be 
matter of no surprise, and would be al! 
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right. But when, not content with this, 
it assumes the office of general censor, 
and fulminates its wrathful expressions 
of displeasure against the great and 
good men who have preferred their 
consciences to the popular side, and 
ventured to examine for themselves 
whether all is of course right which 
has high authority, and furious vindi- 
cation, in its support, we confess we 
feel a complication of widely different 
emotions. It is charged upon the great 
majority of Protestant bishops in Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, and America, 
and a very respectable proportion of 
their clergy and laity, that they “ fight 
against God ;” that they are “ half re- 
formed Protestants ;”’ and that, strength- 
ened by an unholy league with “ infi- 
dels,” they are “ uniting with the pa- 
pal hierarchy in opposing the circula- 
tion of the word of life.” We are in- 
duced to smile at the egregious folly of 
attempting thus to play off the arts by 
which that very “ papal hierarchy” 
sometimes succeeded, and often has 
attempted, to lord it over the con- 
sciences of men, and to break them 
into compliance with the designs for 
which its awful anathemas were thun- 
dered. ‘Lhe spirit of Victor has not 
yet taken its departure from our mi- 
serably wicked world. But, thank God! 
it is divested of the power of execution. 
Even the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church is not therefore 
te be feared and obeyed, because it 
raves and anathematises. 

But, upon a moment’s reflection, 
more serious thoughts on this subject 
are awakened in our mind. We are 
not very conversant with the acts of 
the General Assembly. We think so 
well of it, however, as to presume that 
the one now noticed, and given to the 
world under the official signature of its 
“ stated clerk,” has not been, and can- 
not be expected to be, often paralleled. 
It hurts us, as Christians, to see so 
grave a body, comprising a represen- 
tation of a large number of the Chris- 
tians of our country, and met with the 
professed ebject of promoting the in- 
terests of the pure and holy religion of 
the Gospel, suffer itself to be overcome, 
not merely in its individual members, 
when in the warmth of animated dis- 


cussion, but in its solemn, deliberate, 
and recorded acts, by a spirit so foreign 
from the Bible cause which it professed 
to have at heart. This, however, it 
may be said, is no concern of ours. 
We confess that it has ever been our 
disposition and rule to preserve a deli- 
cate silence on all matters relating to 
other denominations of Christians. But 
when we see several of the bishops of 
our Church, and especially our own 
revered diocesan, and some of the most 
devoted of its clergy, and of the best of 
its laity, thus drawn before a tribunal 
officiously set up in the council of an- 
other denomination, and there de- 
nounced as faithless to the religion 
which they profess and adorn, and 
fighting against that God whom, in 
sincerity of heart, they worship; it is 
right for us, for every churchman, and 
for every Christian, to enter a protest 
against such unhallowed proceedings ; 
and to express our surprise and deep 
regret that our common Christianity 
should be so sorely wounded even in 
the house of its friends. 

For the cause which it has been thus 
attempted to overawe, we have no 
fears; although it were even reduced 
to the sad extremity which erst led to 
the proverb, The world on one side, 
and Athanasius on the other. But, 
thank God! that is not yet the ease. 
There is still among Christians a spirit 
which can even face the world. There 
is still that genuine Protestant feeling 
which will dare to inquire whether 
these things are so, before implicit ac- 
quiescence is yielded to the authority 


_ of the many and the powerful, and to 


the denunciations of the angry. We 
feel most sincerely thankful for the 
disinterested and noble avowal, and 
the able defence, of such principles, 
which, in a distant portion of our Zion, 
have called forth the talents of the ex- 
cellent prelate in whose recent acces- 
sion to the number of our fathers in 
God our whole Church rejoiced. It 
has increased our confidence—if that 
confidence admitted of increase—that 
TRUTH IS MIGHTY, AND WILL YET PRE- 
VAIL. 

We now invite the attention of our 
readers to the subjoined communica 
tion on the same subject. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Eprrors, 


A few days since, there was put into 
my hand a pamphlet, entitled, “ 4 
Narrative of the State of Religion 
within the Bounds of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and its corresponding 
Churches, in the United States ;” and 
“¢ published by order of the General 
Assembly.” “ hiladelphia, May 26th, 
1825.” 

Expecting information in some de- 
gree answerable to the above title, I 
opened the pamphlet; and ought it to 
be matter of surprise, that I felt sincere 
disappointment and regret in discover- 
ing, upon its very first page, the follow- 
ing paragraph :—“ To oppose this in- 
stitution, (the American Bible Society,) 
is to fight against God. And yet we 
have seen infidels and half-reformed 
Protestants, uniting with the papal hie- 
rarchy, in opposing the circulation of 
the word of life; as though the volume 
which Jehovah has adapted to the con- 
stitution of man, and sent down from 
above for his use, and made efficient in 
his redemption, and commanded to be 
given unto him, could not with safety 
be committed to his hands.” 

This extract from the narrative, 
however feeble and harmless in itself, 
may derive too much weight from the 
respectability of the source whence it 
emanated, to render an entire disre- 
gard of it wholly inexcusable ; as it is 
thought by many “ who cull themselves 


Christians,” to imbody sentiments and 


feelings in a high degree hostile to the 
spirit and subversive of the harmony of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

Admitting that the allegations in the 
above paragraph were in some respects 
tenable, yet we humbly conceive that 
it forces upon us a fest of religious cha- 
racter, or of the manner in which we 
stand affected towards our Maker, that 
has its foundation solely in the despo- 
tic will of a party; and consequently 
should be exposed. For from what 
dictate of reason, or from what precept 
in the precious volume of God’s will, 
is derived the unqualified denunciation, 
that all those who oppose the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, “ fight against,” or 
are the active enenies of God? Yet 
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this is what the General Assembly 
would have us believe; this is the 
touchstone by which they would oblige 
us to try our hopes of heaven. No 
matter what other qualifications one 
may possess; no matter how pure in 
heart, correct in doctrine, or unspotted 
in life he may be; no matter how ac- 
tive in advancing the progress of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom ; though he burn 
with the zeal of a seraph, and endure 
with the firmness and fidelity of a mar- 
tyr, in endeavouring to fulfil the high 
behest of his Saviour, “ Preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature ;” yet, should he, 
in the integrity and simplicity of his 
heart, dissent from the “ American 
Bible Society,”’ as to the mode in which 
he judges best to communicate the word 
of life to the destitute; should he, on 
the whole, deem it most expedient to 
send it accompanied by a missionary 
and avprayer book, he must, however 
perfect in other respects, be considered, 
from this one defect adjudged by man, 
as “ fighting against God!” And “woe 
unto him that striveth with his Maker.?? 
Sad and awful denunciation for those 
who dare to think and act differently 
from the “ American Bible Society ! !”? 
But thanks be to God that it is istued 
from no higher tribunal than that of 
the creature! That was a salutaty pre- 
cept for frail and erring man—“ Jud 
not, that ye be not judged.” A due 
regard to it might have prevented this 
newfangled test of piety. 

But is the above denunciation cha- 
ritable? does it accord with the pro- 
Sessions of the day? Much is said of 
late concerning a wonderful increase 
of Christian liberality—that all ideas 
of sect or party are soon to be merged 
in the common cause of Christianity— 
(would to God they might be, on apos- 
tole ground.) But are not our pros- 
pects somewhat darkened by the into- 
lerant spirit of the above paragraph, 
considering it, as we are compelled, the 
expression of all the representatives of 
the whole Presbyterian Church in the 
United States? Does not this force 
upon us the unwelcome conclusion, 
that this modern cry for extraordina 
liberality among Christians totally dis- 
tinct in principle, is altogether speci- 
ous—the mere profession of a ma- 
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naging party, which evaporates as soon 
as it ceases to favour their particular 
interests? If not, why are we con- 
strained to notice the present uncalled- 
for and wholly gratuitous aspersions, so 
ungenerously cast by those who have 
hitherto been the loudest in their de- 
mands for charity, and upon those 
whose only apparent crime consists in 
their dissenting from the “ American 
Bible Society?” Even suppose them 
in this thing guilty of error, is it Chris- 
tian, is it charitable, thus to denounce 
them? Is it agreeable to that charity 
which “ suffereth long and is kind” — 
which “ never faileth 2” 

However, should it be said, by way 
of an attempt at palliation, that none 
are here denounced save “ infidels, 
half-reformed Protestants, and the pa- 
pal hierarchy,” and that no person has 
a right to complain, save such as ac- 
knowledge their alliance to one of 
these; let it be remembered that all 
are placed by the * General Assem- 
bly” in an attitude of open hostility to 
the Almighty, who in any way oppose 
the * American Bible Society.” So 
that among these opposers, whoever 
was not considered a Papist or an infi- 
del, must have been classed, by our 
judges, with half-reformed Protestants 
—an appellation with which those Epis- 
copalians in this country and England, 
who have been bo/d enough to prefer a 
Bible and Common Prayer Book So- 
ciety to any other for the dissemination 
of truth, are grown quite familiar—in- 
deed, it must be obvious to any one at 
all conversant with the charges hither- 
to made in the controversies upon this 
subject, who are intended by that cha- 
ritable clause, “ half-reformed Protest- 
ants.” So that Episcopalians are still 
doomed to hear that oft repeated, and 
as oft refuted charge, “ of opposing 
the circulation of the word of ife—as 
though it could not with safety be 
committed to the hands of men.” Is 
it ingenuous, is it strictly honest, is it 
*¢ doing as we would be done by,” thus 
repeatedly and intentionally to charge 
upon Christians sentiments which they 
have long totally disavowed? We by 
no means deny to the abettors of “ Bible 
Societies” the right of advocating and 
eulogizing their cause on every occas 
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sion they may choose —but we dispute 
their right, on any occasion, to de- 
nounce or vilify those who dissent from 
them. Must we, because of choosing 
a different mode trom the popular one, 
be considered as hostile to every mode 
of circulating the Scriptures? When 
our “ words and actions” evince this to 
be the fact, then, and not till then, let 
our opposers charge us with that, which: 
is now so ungenerous and so false. 
What could warrant the assertion, that 
Episcopalians think it unsafe to intrust 
the Bible to any man? Where, among 
their writings, can this expression, or 
one equivalent to it, be found? If I 
mistake not, a sentiment nearer a-kin 
to it than any other expressed, though 
by no means disapproved, is to be seen 
in the * minutes of the General Assem- 
bly” of a former year: The expression is 
this— The General Assembly cannot 
but believe the precious immortals un- 
der their care, to be MORE SAFE in re- 
ceiving the truth of God’s word, as ex- 
hibited in the standards of our Church, 
&c ;” where evidently great importance 
is justly given to that mode of religious 
instruction which contemplates the as- 
sistance of “ summaries of divine truth,” 
as exhibited in creeds and the like. In 
this sentiment we fully agree; and we 
only ask the privilege of acting upon it, 
without being denounced as the “ op- 
posers of God, and of the circulation 
of his word.” 


PHILOS. 


—_——— 
To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 





Tue practice of advertising clergy- 
men who are to preach in certain places, 
and on particular occasions, has always 
appeared to me indelicate and ostenta- 
tious. The remarks in the piece I 
send you, are from the Elizabeth-Town 
(N. J.) Gazette. They were occasion- 
ed by a newspaper notice that a youn 
man lately, as I understand, from the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
would preach on a certain day in one 
of the Presbyterian churches in that 
village, and inviting the youth of the 
place generally, to attend. Though the 
remarks are somewhat local in their 
reference, yet they apply to a custom, 
which, I am sorry to find, is gaining 
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ground, and thus encouraging that thirst 
for popularity which is a 
the meekness and simplicity of the 

pel. If you think the observations of 
* Candour” suited to your excellent 
Journal, I hope you will give them a 
place. 


A Country Parson. 


To the Editors of the New-Jersey Journal, 
and Elizabeth-Town Gazette. 


GENTLEMEN, 

T hope I shall not be considered as 
overstepping the boundary of decorum, 
in the few remarks I wish to address 
to your readers on the subject of a no- 
tice for divine service in your last pa- 
per. Among the vast variety of modern 
methods for attracting attention, and 
fostering the prurient taste of the age 
for novelty, it has appeared ‘to me a 
serious evil that it should be indulged 
in the sacred concerns of religion. In 
a community where religious instruc- 
tion and the rites of public worship dre 
regularly and constantly enjoyed, it has 
struck me as going too far, to call the 
public attention to services, which, 
however good in themselves, and pure- 
ly designed, would seem to savour of 
ostentation. I never see the name of 
a preacher of the Gospel announced in 
a public paper, proposing to preach 
upon a certain time and topic, that I 
do not immediately feel as if some 
violence had been done to that humility, 
which is one of the most engaging or- 
naments of the Christian name.—V ani- 
ty is a strong propensity of human 
nature, and reflecting men must see 
that it will be fostered by such notices 
as the one referred to. Should the 
minister of Jesus, whether “ by particu- 
lar request,” or otherwise, be induced 
to put himself on a footing with a fa- 
vourite performer on the stage, or an 
admired singer at a fashionable concert? 
Do not all such exhibitions rather tend 
to evil than to good? Is there not al- 
ways sufficient notice given in every 
place of worship to answer the purposes 
of that particular congregation? and, 
I would ask, is it decorous to call upon 
other congregations—other denomina- 
tions, to listen to the preacher of the 
day? Why this advertising those, who 
may not, perhaps, subscribe to what 

Vou. IX. 


they are asked to hear, or who may 
have other objections, and yet be un- 
willing to encounter the odium occa- 
sioned by absence ? v 
_ In the present case, without intend- 
ing to reflect upon the young gentle- 
man mentioned in the notice, or ques- 
tioning his eloquence dad learning, may 
it not be asked if his friends have not 
been premature and imprudent, in of- 
fering him as a pefticular instructor of 
the youth of this ? With ali 
due respect for his office, and for those 
able men, at whose feet he has sat, I 
would respectfully suggest, whether it 
would not have been quite as modest at 
least, not to have proposed him in this 
shape. When has it been found that 
the clergymen of this borough have 
been negligent in teaching the y ? 
Several of them have resided here 
many yéars; and I have never heard 
them censured for inattention to the 
youth of their respective flocks: on the 
contrary, they have been often remark- 
ed for very great care in this particular. 
For one I must say, I prefer that my 
own family, however they may oeca- 
sionally be interested in visiting clergy- 
men, should be instructed by the minis- 
ter to whose congregation 1 belong. 
Whatever the public generally may 
think, for myself, J cannot approve of 
this mode of attracting attention. 
every congregation pursue its own 
course, as may seem best to comport 
with its own interests, in holiness of 
life, and the enjoyment of religious 
liberty; but, at the same time, do no- 
thing to excite unpleasant feelings in 
those who honestly differ from them, or 
to induce the charge of an unfair en- 
deavour to engross the attention of those 
portions of the public with which they 


are not concerned. 
CANDOUR. 
Remarks. 


We have inserted the above with 
much pleasure; and had indeed long 
designed preparing an article ourselves 
on the very objectionable practice of 
placing clergymen on a level with play 
actors and publick singefs, and en- 
deavouring to secure for them a large 
audience, by giving publicity to their 
intended exhibitions. When preachers, 
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thus previously advertised, make their 
appearance before the expecting com- 
pany, is it to be presumed tlrat the meek 
and lowly spirit of their Master will 
preponderate in their minds over the 
desire not to disappoint tire expecta- 
tions formed by:an audience thus drawn 
together to be entertained’ by thenm? Is 
there not rather danger, that im the 
effort to justify publick excitement, they 
will be led to “ play? those * tricks,” 
and adopt those asts, which, “in man 
er woman, but far most in man, and 
most of alin man that ministers and 
serves thealvar,” the good and the grave 
should. “ Leathe 2” 

Nearty allied te the custonr of ad- 
vertising preachers in the publick prints, 
is that of informing a congregation, 
during divine service, what preacher 
may be expected at a certain.time. As 
this is liable to many of the ebjections 
to the former mode of puffing, 30. is it, 
in our humble opinion, totally meorn- 
sistent with the grave, dignified, and 
devout character ef. our Church. It is 
obviously the spirit of that Church to 
hold worship, and the hearing of God’s 
word, as of more importanee than ser- 
mons; and as indeed the main object 
which Christians should propose to 
themselves in going up to the temple. 
How can it be consistent with this, 
virtually to avow that the services of 
the liturgy, and even the ordinary pas- 
toral instructions, are not a sufficient 
motive; but that the people must come 
to be entertained by such and such a 
favourite preacher ? 

When we see professing Churchmen 
turning their backs on their own houses 
of prayer, and-the ministrations of their 
own proper pastors, and running to 
some advertised or expected. pulpit en- 
tertainment, the most charitable view 
of their conduct which suggests itself 
to our minds, is that which the Saviour 
took of the misguided zeal of his apos- 
tles, They know not what manner of 
spirit they are of. They probably 
think that this. is religion, and _per- 
fectly consistent with a main desire to 
worship God, which they may do at 
one church as well as another. But let 
them put the question seriously to their 
consciences, If the worship ef God is, 
as it should be, their main object, why 
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would they leave their own proper 
church, and ‘their own proper pastor? 
Js it not obvious from their conduct 
that they have another object mainly 
at heart—the hearing of a favourite 
preacher—and that to gratify this, they 
will go and worship where that preacher 
can be heard? Ail the great good also 
which is done to the cause of practical 
religion by orderly, uniform, and de- 
vout attendance at one’s accustomed 
place of worship, and on one’s proper 
pastor, is lost by this spiritual vagrancy. 

The inguiry at the great day will be, 
not respecting the number of sermons 
we have lieard, or the encouragement 
we have given to popular preachers, but 
respecting the sincerity and singleness 
of heart with which we have waited on 
our Maker in the services of his sanc- 
tuary, aid endeavoured to promote the 
order, unity, and prosperity of his 
Church. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Eprrors, 

I am one of many who have read 
the remarks on “ wandering pastors 
and wandering flocks,” extracted from 
the excellent Archbishop Magee, in a 
former number of your Journal,* with 
intexest and improvement. As con- 
nected with an important branch of the 
subject, and as_ illustrating the coinci- 
dence of opinion between Churchmen 
and dissenters, although upon princi- 
ples considerably differing, T would beg 
leave to recommend to you for inser- 
tion, the folfowmg extract from the 
writings of one who is deservedly high 
in the esteem of his brethren, as well 
for true piety, as for solid learning and 
superior talents. 

In a truly excellent sermon upon 
“the difficulties and temptations at- 
tending the preaching of the Gospel in 
large cities,” the author (Dr. Miller) is 
led, among other causes of these pecu- 
liar difficulties, to remark upon the 
Tove of variety and fondness for re- 
ligious dissipation,” which prevail al- 
most universally in populous towns. 
After considering it as it relates to the 
matter and manner of the preacher, he 
observes : 
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. © But this is not the whole of his dif- 
ficulty. ‘There is also a tendency in 
large towns, where public exercises 
of religion abound, and where some 
churches, of one denomination or other, 
are almost always open; there is a 
tendency, among many professors of 
religion, otherwise exemplary, ‘by far 
too much to neglect the duties of the 
closet and of the family, and to be al- 
most perpetually engaged in attending 
on public services. }ama warm friend, 
not only to a punctual attendance on 
the stated services of the house of Gop 
on the Sabbath ; but also to an attend- 
ance on prayer meetings, and other 
similar exercises, as Providence may 
afford an opportunity in the course of 
the week.* The person who has it in 
his power to attend such meetings, but 
has no taste for it, and seldom or never 
appears at them, gives too much reason 
to fear that if he have real religion at 
all, it is at a very low ebb in his soul. 
Nay, I have no doubt that, where the 
principle of piety is in a lively and 
growing state, such meetings will be 
regarded as a feast, and there will be a 





* It has somehow become a commen notion, 

that Church principles are unfavourable to 
prayer meetings. ‘Vhis can only have arisen 
from an unwarrantable restriction of a generic 
term toa particular species. Prayer meetings,- 
im the genuine sense ef the term, are so far from 
being discouraged by our Church, that it must 
be evident te every one who has consulted her 
Prayer Book, that she contemplates, whenever 
it is practicable, their daily oceurrence. For 
why is an assembly for publie worship the less 
a prayer mecting, because convened in a church, 
and conducted by a minister of the sanctuary in 
the admirable forme of the Church, instead of 
being the unauthorized extemporary effusions 
of a layman? And although ne provision is 
made by the Book of Common Prayer for a 
second evening service, because at the time in 
which it was compiled, such aservice was either 
not eustomary, or liable to abuse; yet it does 
not follow that now, when circumstances ren- 
dered it necessary for the greater edification of 
the people, it is condemned hy the formularies 
of the Chareh. Take the general practice of 
the clergy of our larger cities, authorized and 
approved of by their bishops, for an example, 
and it will prove the willingness ef eur Church 
to accommodate itself to the circumstances of its 
members, and its readiness to embrace every 
opportunity for their instruction. The observa- 
tions in the text, therefore, are equally applica- 
ble to our community, as to that to which the 
respected writer belongs. ‘T'o residents in this 
city, where the zeal of the clergy provide so 
many Opportunities of intermediate worship, 
shey are peculiarly appropriate. 
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desire to enjoy them:as often as is con- 
sistent with the other duties of a Chris- 
tian life. But this desire may be, and 
often has been indulged to excess ;_e8- 
pecially by parents and heads of fami- 
lies. Many hasten from church to 
church, and frem one social meeting to 
another, until every hour on the Sab- 
bath, and every evening in the week, 
are employed in public services. In 
fact, they seem to think that they serve 
God acceptably just in proportion to 
the number of public exercises on which 
they can attend. ‘This religious dissi- 
pation—for it really appears to me to 
deserve no better name—is productive 
of multiplied evils. It interferes, almost 
entirely, with that calm sélf-examina- 
tion and self-converse, whiclare so 
essential to a life of growing piety. It 
abridges, or prevents, in a most fatal 
degree, that faithful instruction of chil- 
dren and servants, which is indispen- 
sable to training up a family in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
And it tends to surcharge the mind 
with an amount of spiritual provision 
which is never properly digested, or 
likely to be advantageously applied. 
The consequence is, that the yonng and 
rising generation, in sach families, are 
never prepared by adequate training at 
home to hear the Gospel with profit. 
While those who are more advanced in 
life, taking little or no time for me- 
ditation and reading in private, do 
not grow as they ought in Scriptural 


knowledge, and remain but babes, 


while they ought to be strong men in 
Christ.” 

Thus far our author. The motives 
advanced by him for moderation in 
attendance upon public worship, and 
for attachment to one’s own congrega- 
tion, are of equal weight with all de- 
nominations of Christians. Add to 
these the preservation of the pastoral 
relation, and the attachment to the dis- 
tinctive principles of our Church, which 
should influence every Episcopalian, 
and they present an irresistible weight 
of reasoning against the pernicious 
practice of rambling in search of fa- 
vourite preachers, and devoting an over- 
large portion of time to attendance at 
public meetings for religious oe 
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From the Oneida Observer. 


Fémale Missionary Association of Trinity 
Church, Utica. 


Tax third anniversary meeting of this 
association was held on the 6th ult. at the 
charch, when the officers and managers 
for the ensuing year were duly chosen. 

Divine service was celebrated in the 
evening by the rector, after which the 
eighth annual report of the parent society 
in New-York, and the third report of the 
managers of the association, were read. 


THIRD REPORT. 

The third year since the formation of 
this association being closed, your board 
proceed to report their proceedings dur- 
ing that peri Several members of the 
association having removed from the vil- 

, and the subscribers at Paris having 
withdrawn their aid, with the intention of 
contributing it to a parish association of 
their own, the amount of our receipts 
since the last annual meeting, has been in 
some degree diminished. e number of 
subscribers to the fund at present is 64. 
Of this number, one contributes annually 
$3, three subscribe $2, nineteen $1, 
thirty-nine 50 cents, and two 25 cents. 
$ 48 have been collected in the past year 
from subscribers, and $8 and 50 cents 
from donors, making a total of $ 56 50, 
which sum, by a resolution of the board, 
@as paid over jn October Jast to the pa- 
rent society. A further sum of $3 has 
since been received in subscriptions, and 
remains at present in the treasury. The 
whole amount contributed by the associa- 
tion since its origin, is $225 25, and it 
is a pleasing and encouraging proof that 
none should * despise the day of small 
things.” Humble as is the sphere of our 
operations, we have the satisfaction of 
knowing, that, through the blessing of 
God, has by them been wrought, 
The offerings which we cast into the trea- 
sury of the Lord, are nejther lost nor mis- 
applied. : 

The annual reports of the parent society 
contain the most gratifying intelligence of 
the judicioys advantageous applica- 
tion of the means placed at their disposal, 
and furnish us with the strongest motives 
to “go forward” in the beneficent work 
which we have begun. 

The call to be up and doing is immedi- 
ate and pressing: and it is enforced upon 
us of this association, not only the 
wants of our perishing brethren of the 
household of fajth, but by the severe dis- 
pensations of Providence which, during 
the past year, we haye egperienced, At 
our last anniversary, we marked the ra- 
vages of death. At this, we again behold 
2 mournful void in our circle, occasioned 
by the removal from these earthly scenes, 
of those who, showing their faith by their 


works, were ever ready to impart of their 
abundance in spreading the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. In the 
decease of its first directress,* in particu- 
lar, the association has experienced the 
loss of one whose exertions and liberal 
benefactions essentially contributed to the 
promotion of its object. Her zeal in this 
good cause, and her adorning “ in that 
which is not corruptible,” should be aimed 
at by us with the diligence of those who 
know that their time is short, and that 
there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
kedge, nor wisdom in the grave. 

Let us work then while it is called to- 
day. Let us cultivate one common feeling 
for our advancement in holiness, and for 
the success of the glorious Gospel of the 
Son of God, Let us help by our property 
and our prayers, to promote that know- 
ledge which is more precious than rubies 
—that knowledge which is the only sure 
foundation of our happiness here, and our 
hopes hereafter. And may our exertions 
be attended with the blessing of Almighty 
God. Respectfully submitted. 


Literary and Philosophical Intelligence. 


At Oxford, four university scholarships 
have been instituted by the munificence 
of the dean of Westminster, “ for the pra- 
motion of classical learning and taste.” 
The candidates are to be under-graduate 
members of the university, without regard 
to place of birth, school, parentage, or pe- 
yrmer circumstances, who shall not have 
ex ed their sixteenth term from their 
matriculation. The first election on Dean 
Ireland’s foundation takes place next term, 

A professorship of political economy 
has been founded, on the endowment of 
Henry Drummond, Esq. The professor is 
to be elected by convocation, and to hol 
the professorship for the space of five 
years, being capable of re-election after 
the lapse of two years. He is to read a 
course of nine lectures at the least during 
one of the four academical terms in every 
year, and to print and publish one of the 
same lectures. Three persons are to be 
considered as forming a class; and if the 
professor neglects so to read or to —. 
according to the intention of the founder, 
he forfeits all claim to the salary during 
the period of such neglect.—(Christian Ob- 
server for May, 


The late Mr. Rich’s valuable collection 
has been purchased for the British Mu- 
seum. It consists of Arabic, Persic, Turk- 
ish, and Syrian manuscripts; gems, and 
other antiquities, from Babylon and Ni- 
neveh ; coins, Oriental, Greek, Ro- 
man, kc. The report of the parliamentary 
committee gives the opinions of various 


i * Mrs. $,B. Sanger, 
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learned men as to the value of the collec- 
tion. Professor Lee states, that the ma- 
nuscripts are the best he has seen collect- 
ed by anyone man. The Syriac consist of 
sixty-eight volumes: there is one copy of 
the Philoxenian version of the Gospels, 
which is valuable. Mr. Lee knows of only 
one other copy, which is at Oxford. There 
are copies of the Nestorian and Jacobite 
editions of the Peschito version of the 
Scriptures: there is no other complete 
copy of the Nestorian edition in any of 


‘our libraries. The Nestorian and Jacobite 


sects separated as early as the year 500, 
and continued their editions in their own 
churches: the collection of them may 
therefore be important on certain dis- 
puted passages. Some of the copies are 
a thousand years old. There is a History 
of the Persecutions of the Nestorians, 
which Mr. Lee believes to be unique. 
Among the coins and medals, there is one 
coin, a Kufic Derham, represented to have 
been struck in the 79th year of the Mo- 
hammedan era, considered worth 100/.; 
there being only one similar one known, 
belonging to the Royal Academy of Swe- 
den. Among the Babylonish and Nineveh 
antiquities is a cylindrical brick, covered 
with arrow-head characters. The house 
of commons have voted 7,500 for the 
whole collection.—Jbid. 


The biblical world is at present occu- 
pied in the investigation of a Hebrew roll 
of great antiquity, found in a vessel cap- 
tured by the Greeks, which roll has re- 
cently been brought to this country. The 
enormous sum of twelve hundred and fifty 
pounds is asked for this relic; half that 
amount is said to have been offered for it 
by an eminent Hebrew capitalist. This sa- 
cred scroll ought to be deposited amongst 
the Hebrew Bibles in the extraordinary 
collection of the Duke of Sussex.— Eng.pa, 


Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


Tue last week in July was rendered 
deeply interesting to the members and 
friends of our Church, by the occurrence 
in it of a series of events connected with 
her prosperity, and we sincerely hope, to 
be permanently promotive of it. 

That was the week appointed by the 
constitution for the annual meeting of the 
trustees of the General Theological Semi- 
nary of our Church. The meeting was ac- 
cordingly held, by adjournments, from 
Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th. There were 
present the Right Rev. Bishops of Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, New-Jersey, and Con- 
necticut; and clerical and lay trustees 
from Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and 
South-Carolina. In our next we expect to 
be able to lay before our readers a general 
outline of the proceedings of the meeting. 
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On Wednesday 27th, and Thursday 28th, 
the annual examination of the students of 
the seminary was held in the presence of 
the bishops, the trustees, a} 
of clergy, and many other highly respect- 
able individuals; and appears to have 
given unqualified satisfaction, and to have 
strengthened confidence in the efficiency of 
the seminary, and its intimate connexion 
with the best interests of our Church. 

Thursday the 28th was also distinguish- 
ed by an event, long the object of anxious 
wishes and prayers, and long, v ° 
we hope, to be remembered as fraught 
with consequences the most extensively 
beneficial—the laying of the corner stone of 
the seminary—the commencement of that 
building which, we trust in God, will, by 
his blessing, be the hallowed centre, 
whence, for ages, evangelical faith, pri- 
mitive piety, and pure morality, are to be 
diffused through all parts of our country ; 
and whence well qualified ministers of 
covenant are to go forth, extending far 
and wide those divinely constituted means 
on which the blessings of the covenant 

are suspended. The site, as our readers 
well know, is a large and hight! cligioly 
situated lot, near Greenwich, in the eight 
ward of this city, presented by Clement 
C. Moore, Esq. the professor of Oriental 
and Greek literature. The bishops, cler- 
gy, trustees, professors, and students, and 
a number of highly respectable citizens, 
assembled at the residence of the munifi- 
cent donor, near the site of the proposed 
building, and walked thence in proces- 
sion to the place prepared for the corner 
stone, where a short address, and appro- 
priate religious services, by the venerable 
presiding bishop, were succeeded by the 
depositing, within the stone, of the 
the Book of Common Prayer, the Homi- 
lies, and documents relating to the history 
of the institution. The presiding bishop. 
then pronounced over the stone the com- 
prehensive text—and God 
may for ever be the -work of all 
the instructions, and the governing pria- 
ciple of all the proceedings, of the semi- 
nary !—“* Other foundation can no man 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Wi 
then struck the stone three times, 
nouncing the words, Jn the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. The other three bishops present 
then went through the same ceremony, 
Mion ene be ee wf 
the good work thus happi gun ! 

On the evening of the bane day, the an- 
nual meeting of the Society of Inquiry re- 
specting the Advancement of Christianity, 
composed of the students of the seminary, 
was held in Christ Church. The exercises 
consisted of suitable devotions conducted 
by the presiding bishop, sacred musick, an 
address by the president, and the reading 
of the annual report of the Committee of 
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Correspondence ; and were highly satis- 
factory to a very respectable audience. 
On Friday 29th, the annual Commence- 
ment of the seminary was held in Christ 
Church. The bishops, clergy, trustees, 
professors, and students, entered the 
church in procession, where the exercises 
were performed in the following order : 


A Voluntary on the organ. 
Introductory Devotions by the presiding 
Bishop. 

Singing —Last four verses of the 122d 

Psalm, with the Gloria Patri. 

A Dissertation on Types—By Orson VY. 
Howell, A. B. of New-York. 

A Dissertation on the Causes and Design 
of the Difficulties of Scripture—By 
Benjamin Holmes, of New-York. 

Singing—First two and last two verses of 
the 47th Psalm, with the Gloria Patri. 

A Dissertation on the Advantages of the 
Study of Ecclesiastical History—By 
William R. Whittingham, of New-York. 

Presentment of the First Class, by the 
Faculty, to the presiding Bishop, for 
receiving their Testimonials. 

Address by the Right Rev. James Kemp, 
D. D. Bishop of the Diocese of Maryland. 

Testimonials given. 

Singing—Five verses of the 56th Hymn, 
beginning at the 2d verse, with the 
Gloria Patri. 

Concluding Devotions by the presiding 

Bishop. 
Voluntary on the organ. 


On Saturday, July 30th, the day after 
the adjournment of the trustees, St. Ann’s 
Church, in the village of Brooklyn, near 
this city, was consecrated by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Croes, of New-Jersey, acting 
for the absent bisbop of our own diocese. 
There were also present on the occasion, 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsyl- 
vania; the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, of 
Maryland; and a large body of clergy. 
The morning prayer was read by the Rev. 
Correlius R. Duffie, rector of St. Tho- 
mas’s church, New-York, and the Rev. 
Robert B. Croes, deacon, assistant minister 
to the rector of the Monumental church, 
Richmond, Virginia; and the sermon was 
preached by the Right Rev. Bishop White. 

St. Ann’s is the third building of that 
name which has beer consecrated in the 
village of Brooklyn. The first was pur- 
chased by the parish, and consecrated by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Provoost, in 1794. 
This proving too small, a larger church 
was built, and consecrated by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Moore, in 1805. The conti- 
nued increase of the parish has rendered 
necessary the erection of the present still 
larger edifice. It is a beantiful monument 
of the enterprise and liberality of the pa- 
rish. May it prove to them a substantial 
blessing! May the progressive increase 

which led to its erection still goon! May 


the zealous exertions of a faithful pastor, 
and the pious co-operation of a faithful 
flock, continue to preserve to the parish 
the high rank to which it has justly at- 
tained in the diocese and Church to which 
it belongs! May the holy house which 
they have now given to the Lord, be, for 
many generations, a centre whence the 
knowledge of salvation, and the means of 
attaining to it, are to be effectually dif- 
fused! And may this temple made with 
hands prove to multitudes of devout wor- 
shippers, a vestibule to that temple whose 
Builder and Maker is God! 

On Sunday the 31st, Bishop Croes held 
a confirmation in St. Ann’s church, when 
72 persons received that holy ordinance. 

The series of interesting events com- 
prised within the week above mentioned, 
closed with an ordination, held on the 
ninth Sunday after Trinity, July 31st, in 
Christ Church, in this city, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, acte 
ing for the absent bishop of this diocese. 
On this occasion, Benjamin Holmes, and 
Orson V. Howell, A. B., who had received 
the honours of the Theological Seminary 
at the commencement on the preceding 
Friday, were admitted to the holy order 
of deacons. Morning prayer was read by 


the Rev. Samuel H. Turner, D.D. profes- . 


sor of biblical learning, and the interpre- 
tation of Scripture, in the seminary ; and 
the sermon preached by the bishop. 


NOTICE. 

The next session of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, will 
commence on Monday, November 7th; 
on which day the students, and candidates 
for admission, will assemble at the Reci- 
tation-room, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

Persons producing satisfactory evidence 
of their being candidates for orders in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, with full, 
that is including literary, qualifications, 
agreeably to the eighth canon of the Ge- 
neral Cgnvention of 1820,* will be admit- 
ted into the seminary, of course, on appli- 
cation. 

All others will be admitted who pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence of religious 
and moral character, and a diploma from 
some college; or, if they have not been 
through college, stand a satisfactory ex- 
amination by the Faculty, on the general 
principles of natural and moral philoso- 
phy, and rhetorick; and in the Latin and 
Greek languages, on the following works, 
or such others as shall be considered an 
yeh oe substitute :—Sallust, Virgil’s 

neid, Cicero’s Orations, or De Officiis ; 
and the four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cyrope- 
dia, and the first three books of Homer. 





* This should be particularly noted in the 
certificate, as their being merely candidates 
Sor orders is not sufficient. 
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Every candidate must enter the third or 
lowest class, at the commencement of the 
fall session; or stand a satisfactory ex- 
amination on the studies which have been 
pursued by the class into,which he seeks 
admittance. 

‘The board at the seminary’s house is 
two dollars and fifty cents per weck 

The editors of the Gospei Advocate, the 
Churehman’s Magazine, the Philadelphia 
Recorder, the Washingten Theological 
Repertory, and the Gospel] Messenger, are 
requested to insert the «bove. 








Obituary Notices. 


The Editors of the Christian Journal 
will please insert the following obituary 
notice in the Journal for August, and 
oblige A SuBSCRIBER, 

Died in this city, on Good Friday, April 
Ist, 1825, Mrs. Sosannan Mansuatt, re- 
lict of the late Capt Elihu Marshall, aged 
73. That conformity to the Gospel pre- 
cepts, which, throughout a period of 
lengthened yeurs, attached to the cbarac- 
ter of the deceased its chief excellence, 
and procured for her in death the conso- 
lation of divine support, may well recom- 
mend her to the observance of those she 
has left behind, as an example worthy 
their imitation. With the profession of 
her attachment to the cause of Christ she 
ussociated the practice of his injunctions, 
and by a diligent discharge of the duties 
of a Christian life, she afforded a beauti- 
ful illustration of the excellence of the 
Christian character. Perhaps few attain 
to an age so advanced with such a com- 
plete retention of mental and bodily fa- 
culties as she enjoyed; and the most af- 
fectionate of youthful hearts were never 
more tenderly alive to the woes of huma- 
nity, than was that of this excellent wo- 
man. The recital to her of another’s af- 
flictions was ever accompanied by the 
falling tear, and followed by the relief 
her means could furnish; and while she 
endeavoured by kindness and zssiduous 
attention to promote the happiness of all 
around her, her charity was of that truly 
Christian kind which banishes every con- 
sideration of self. With the other amiable 

ualities she invariably sought to exercise 
in the spirit of her religion, was connected 
a character of sincerity and ingenuousness 
which seemed to adzpt her to the com- 
mendation of the Saviour, when he testi- 
fied to the excellence of the guileless Is- 
raelite. Naturally of a retiring disposition, 
she wus in her manners so courteous and 
conciliating, so gentle and forgiving, that 
she never tailed to win the admiration and 
esteem of all with whom she associated. 
As a parent, it must be left to those who 
have been deprived of her maternal atten- 
tions, to appreciate her worth in this re- 
spect. Long will they cherish the recol- 
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lection of those endearing qualities that 
bound her to them, and rendered the pang 
of separation doubly grievous. _She-tive 

in the habitual fear and Jove of her Maker. 
To participate in the ordinances of his 
sanctuary was her delight; to go up to the 
house of God her true joy* The Bible and 
Prayer Book were her constant compani- 
ons, which, with * The Christian’s De- 
fence against the Fears of Death,” she 
had for a long time made her chief study. 
lier resignation to the divine will was 
truly eminent; her tranquil acquiescence 
in which, when visited by the heaviest 
calamities, manifested the unqualified 
confidence she placed in the unerring wis- 
dom of her heavenly Father; and when, 
during a protracted illness, a stroke of 
the palsy deprived her of the power of 
utterance, no symptom betrayed the least 
disquietude or impatience. As, while in 
health, she had made God her friend, and 
with a firm reliance upon the kKedeemer 
had drawn near to him in the way of his 
own appointment, so she found mercy and 
grace to help in time of need. lt was 
pleasing to witness the entire composure 
with which she expressed her readiness 
to depart; and so peaceful was her de- 
parture, that the solemn truth that she 
had resigned her soul into the hands of 
Jesus could scarcely be realized, . She 
has gone, her redeemed spirit has soared 
away to mansions in the skies; yet. the 
bereaved who survive to lament the loss, 
have great reason to be comforted by the 
assurance of her entrance into that rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. 


From the New-York Religious Chronicle. 

Died at Newtown, Long-Island, on the 
Ath of July, 1825, Mrs. Maria L. Jonnsoy, 
daughter of the late Rev. John B. and wile 
of the Rev. Evan M. Johnson. 

In this afflicting dispensation of Divine 
Providence, the triends and relations of 
the deceased have sustained a heavy and 
an irreparable loss, the poor have lost a 
benevolent friend, and the Church a use- 
ful and pious member. Within a short 
period, she has followed to the grave 
three of her beloved offspring, and only 
one now survives to follow her. An ali- 
wise and merciful God appears to have 
been preparing her for this last great 
change. He has severed, one by one, those 
silver cords which bound her here, until 
she became entirely disenthralled from 
earthly objects, and her pure and happy 
spirit took its everlasting flight to that 
blissful paradise, the glory of which has 
never yet entered the heart of man to con- 
ceive. She died, as she lived, perfectly 
composed, entirely resigned to the will of 
her Meker, and in love and charity with 
all mankind. She has gone, we trust to 
dwell with that Sdviour in heaven, whom 
she sincerely loved on earth, where she 
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will await to hail all her bereaved friends 
‘Who die in the Lord. 
Sweet was her close, though all around 
In silent anguish hung ; 
Calm was her spirit, sweet the sound 
That trembled on her tongue. 


REV. JOSEPH FILMORE. 

Died, on Sunday evening, July 24th, at 
nine o’clock, the Rev. Josera Pitmonr, 
D. D. formerly rector of St. Paul’s church, 
in this city. He has been so long and so 

ally known as an eminently faithful 

rer in the vineyard of the Lord, that 
it is scarcely necessary to attempt giving 
information concerning him. The circum. 
stances of his illness were such as to pre- 
vent bis giving a dying testimony to the 
preciousness of the Gospel, but a life of 
unwearied effort to spread the Gospel, 
showed his sense of its value. He prayed, 
as usual, a short time before his death, 
but the violence of his fever took from him 
the power of utterance, and he gradually 
Sell asleep. 

He left one hundred pounds to Moravian 

Thissions; one hundred pounds to the 

; one hundred dollars to the Phila- 
Felphia Bible Society; one hundred dol- 
lars to the society for the Promotion of 
Christianity in Pennsylvania; and a large 
@um, amounting to nearly half his proper- 
ty, to the fund for the support of the Epis- 
copate in Pennsylvania. He devised other 
legacies, the chief of which was to the 
society for the support of distressed Eng- 
hishmen. His soul he commended to God 
in pleasing hope of its acceptance a 
the blood of Christ, in whose merits he 
placed all his trust.— Philadelphia Record. 

Dr. Pilmore was ordained by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Seabury, of Connecticut,while 
he was the only bishop in the United States; 
and was the first rector of Christ church in 
this city. He removed from that station 
im 1805, to the rectorship of St. Paul’s, 
Philadelphia, of which parish he had for- 
merly been assistant minister, and of 
which he retained the charge for about 
fifteen years. 

—_——_ 
From a Quebec Paper. 
Funeral of Bishop Mountain. . 

June 21.—Yesterday afternoon the re- 
mains of the late venerable bishop of this 
diocese were interred in the cathedral 
church. The body had been removed 
from his lordship’s late residence to the 
old castle, from whence the procession 
took place at 3 o’clock, when the corpse 
was brought out in a coffin covered with 
black cloth and ornamented with black 
furniture, and placed upon the hearse. 
The procession then moved through a 
lane, formed by the regiments in garri- 


son, from the castle to the west door of 
the cathedral, the fine bugles of the 71st 
regiment playing the Bead March in Saul, 
and the medical attendants of the deceased 
se ge the hearse, which was followed 

his excellency the lieutenant-governor, 
the chief justice, the gentlemen of the two 
councils, the judges and members of the 
bar in their gowns, the military officers 
off duty, the gentlemen of the civil and 
military departments, and a long train of 
respectable citizens in deep mourning. 
On arriving at the church yard, the body 
was received by the reverend clergy in 
their surplices, over which they wore 
black scarfs ; and on entering the church, 
the Rev. Dr. Mills commenced the burial 
service, in the course of which two an- 
thems were performed, the first composed 
by the late Dr. Beckwith, of Norwich ; the 
second, “I heard a voice from heaven,’’ 
was composed for the occasion by Mr. 
Codman, the scientific organist of the 
cathedral. The first part of the service 
having been gone through in a most so- 
Jemn and impressive manner, the body 
was removed from the centre aisle, and 


deposited in a vault on the left side of 


the communion table, when the remainder 
of the service was read. 

The church was very full, and a great 
number of ladies were present, to pay a 
last mark of respect to a character so ge- 
nerally and so justly esteemed. 

To the public life of our late excellent 
prelate we cannot pay a more appropriate 
tribute than in the words of Bishop Tom- 
line, in his life of Mr. Pitt; where, speak- 
ing of the Act which bestowed on this 
colony the constitution we now enjoy, and 
established a Protestant diocese, the learn- 
ed bishop thus notices the labours of his 
friend :— 

* Jn 1798S, Dr. Jacob Mountain was con- 
secrated bishop of Quebec, and went im- 
mediately to Canada, where he has ever 
since presided over the Church, with great 
honour to himself and advantage to the 
concerns of his extensive diocese, which 
includes both provinces.” 


Calendar for September, 1825. 


4. Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
11. Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
18. Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
21. St.Matthew theA postle 
23. Ember-Days. 
24. 
25. Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
29. St. Michael and All Angels. 


Ecclesiastical Meeting in September, 1825. 
28. Convention of the Eastern Diocese, at 
Boston. 


The Interior of a Parish, No- 1, and other favours have been received. 
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